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The President’s Message

Greetings to all of you out there. By the time
you get this bulletin, the Southern Swapfest in
Altamonte Springs, FL will be history. It is a
good way to start the new year, with winter still
bearing down on us, to get down to Florida and
visit with some of your fellow collectors. With
my reduced travel, this will be my first trip of the
year. I get antsy if I’'m not out there picking up
material for the hobby, be it new covers and
boxes, for dupes for my friends out there. Donna
Longenecker and Bill Gigantino have been
working all winter on this year’s RMS convention
in Matamoras, PA and I look forward to getting
up there for the week.

Even with the spread of the “No Smoking”
laws, there are still plenty of covers and boxes out
there. If you can, you should get out and check
on all your local leads, as well as any new hotels
and restaurants that may have opened in your
area. They may have something. You may have
to ask, as some keep their covers and boxes out of
sight. With the price of gas, you may want to let
your fingers do some walking through the phone
book first. It is best to call at a time when the
hotel or restaurant is not hopping and can check
around if the material is not out in plain
sight. Good luck in your searches. Be sure to
take some of those covers and boxes to your local
clubs and swapfests. Let others know of any new
material out there, even if it isn’t in a category
that you may not collect.

Take care.
RMS President,

Graut Gelningen

Editorial

“Tax Rebate Predicted To
Invigorate Hobby!”

Top inside government
understandably wish to remain

who
unnamed, are reporting that our upcoming tax

sources,

rebate may well stimulate the economy of the
matchover collecting hobby.

After direct and hard questioning poised by this
reporter, those sources went on to indicate that
those few hundreds of dollars that I will receive
back (out of all the thousands of dollars that they
stole from me last year) will allow me to wallow
in a one-time spending spree that will boost the
sagging employment numbers, help small
businesses, and ultimately bring the stock market
back in line with previous trends. All I have to do
is spend my $600 on albums, auctions, club dues,
trading postage, and upcoming conventions.

Thus I am resolved and take to heart John F.
Kennedy’s immortal words, “Ask not what your
hobby can do for you, but what you can do for
your hobby!”
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remember ever having seen flats offered. If so, it would be rare. 'Yes' to minimum bids (in the
sense that bidding basically always starts at $1).

RMS: Once a year, normally has four big auctions featuring hundreds of lots each, mixed content,
single and multi-cover lots; some used/no flats. Minimum bids only occasionally on special lots.

Southern Swapfest: Once a year, normally has 3 big auctions of 300+ lots each, single and multi-
cover lots, mixed contact, $1 minimum bid, some used lots on old covers, some lots of flats.

UES: Once a year, three big auctions, some used, no flats, single and multi-cover lots, mixed
content. Minimum bids only occasionally on special lots.

Club Bulletin Auctions:

RMS has its Bulletin auction 6 times a year, and, since you all get the bulletin, you're all familiar

with what it has to offer the collector. But, what about the various regional clubs?...

Club Average # | Single Multi-cover | Content Min. bids Frequency Flats/used
of lots lots ? lots? allowed? per year OK?
A yes :
ngelus 110 yes mixed some 4x no
Garden 20 yes yes mixed no 4x no
State
Great 75 yes no mixed yes 6x no/
Lakes seldom
Liberty 125 yes yes mixed yes 5x some/ used
Bell
Long 113 yes yes mixed no 10x some/no
Beach
Marva 10 yes yes mixed no ? no
Phillu- 20 ? yes mixed no 4x no
Quebec
PNMCC 120 yes yes mixed no 6x few/no
Rocky 40 yes yes mixed yes 4x no
Mitn.
Sierra- 195 yes yes mixed no 10x no
Diable
Trans- 42 ? yes mixed no 4x no/few
Canada

Individual Auctions:

Postal:

- Bob Hiller's mail auction: usually estate material, so lots may be varied or not, [continued onp. 11]
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U.S.S. George Washington

USS George Washington (SSBN-598), the world’s first fleet ballistic missile submarine, was the
second ship of the United States Navy to be named for George Washington, first President of the
United States. She was launched on 9 June 1959 and commissioned on 30 December 1959 with
Commander James B. Osborn in command of the Blue crew and Commander John L. From, Jr. in
command of the Gold crew.

George Washington was originally named USS Scorpion (SSN-589). During construction, she was
lengthened by the insertion of a 130-foot-long missile section and renamed (another hull under
construction at the time received both the older name and hull number and became the ill-fated USS
Scorpion), but inside the forward escape hatch remained a plaque bearing the name USS Scorpion. On
30 July 1960, she launched two missiles while submerged during her shakedown cruise. She then
loaded her full complement of 16 Polaris missiles. She was awarded the Navy Unit Commendation,
and embarked on her first deterrent patrol. Four years after her initial departure from Groton she put in
to refuel, having cruised some 100,000 miles.

The USS George Washington was shifted to the Pacific Fleet and was home-ported at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. On 9 April 1981, the submarine surfaced underneath the Nissho Maru in the East China Sea
about 110 miles south-southwest of Sasebo, Japan. The 2350-ton Japanese freighter sank in about 15
minutes. Two Japanese crewmen were lost; thirteen were rescued. The submarine suffered minor
damage to her sail. The accident strained U.S. - Japanese relations a month before a meeting between
the Japanese Prime Minister and President Ronald Reagan. Japan criticized the United States for taking

over 24 hours to notify Japanese authorities, and demanded to know what the
boat was doing surfacing only about twenty miles outside Japan's territorial
—waters. Neither the submarine nor a P-3 Orion circling overhead made any
attempt to rescue the Japanese crew. A preliminary report released a few days

oo, awwesr | ater stated that the crews had detected a ship nearby, but neither the submarine

' nor the aircraft realized that the ship was in distress. As is its standard policy,
S the U.S. Government refused to reveal what the submarine was doing close to
! qng . . L

J[ISSI dUSITEg Japan, or whether it was armed with nuclear missiles. (The standard response
1aa] 18414 s,pjroyy | all modern American submariners are taught to give to such questions is "I can
neither confirm nor deny the presence of nuclear weapons aboard this vessel.")
The Navy accepted responsibility for the incident, and relieved and

86s () 85 reprimanded the George Washington's commanding officer and officer of the
NOLONHISYA 194079 §S] | deck. On 31 August the Navy released its final report, concluding that the
accident resulted from a set of coincidences, compounded by errors on the part
of some members of the submarine crew.

In 1983 her missiles were unloaded at Bangor, Washington, and then she left
Pearl Harbor for the last time and transited the Panama Canal back to the
Atlantic and to New London. She was decommissioned on 24 January 1985,
was struck from the Naval Vessel Registry on 30 April 1986, and was
scheduled for disposal through the Ship-Submarine recycling program at Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard. Her sail was removed prior to disposal and now resides
at the Submarine Force Library and Museum, New London, Connecticut. The
"Georgefish" made 55 deterrent patrols in both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
in her 25-year career. [http.//en.wikipedia.org]
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What’s New!

by Joe DeGennaro

Okay, so what new? I know these boxes aren’t
new but I'm covering them again because
ADMATCH, the company that sells them here in
the states, is now getting all of their lipstick
boxes produced in India rather than Japan and
many of the ones we have picked up in the past
when they’re reordered will now have a new
manumark. Consequently, they will be listed as a
new box. I recently received a bunch of them
from my friend at ADMATCH and although
most of them were new I did find a few previous
issues with the new MADE IN INDIA
manumark (pictured). The previous issue was
identical except the manumark read MADE IN
JAPAN. Whenever I get boxes from the
company I find myself wondering how many are
real and how many are salesman’s samples. One
such box in the mix was from the Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino in Biloxi, MS (pictured). My
reason for questioning this box is that I’ve been
actively pursuing matches from this location
since 1 got a Japanese box from there at this
year’s RMS Convention. I contacted a friend
who lives in Biloxi and she was told they didn’t
have any matches. Mark Quilling wrote to them
seeking the box and was sent a new black 30
strike which my friend recently found as
well. The box I got is brownish red in color with
white and yellow print. I’ll be very interested to
see if they ever show up at the hotel. One box
that I know is currently available is a beautiful
red one from ZUMANITY (pictured) at the New
York, New York Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas
since I just got one from our former President,
Morris Pasternak.

I used to keep my Lipstick boxes intact since |
liked their shape and found them to be unique
but I finally decided to strip them when they
were taking up too much room. Even if you're
not a box collector these boxes are showing up in
a lot of categories, especially casinos, so you
may want to give them some thought as a
category or even as good trading stock for the
ones you need. Until next time, Happy Hunting!
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HOBBY HisToR

1950 National Capitol Match Collectors Club
formed, Washington, DC
*

1951 RMS membership passes #500 mark in
May

1951 United Matchonians defunct

1951 Angelus Matchcover Club formed, Los

Angeles, CA

1951 California Matchcover Club defunct

1951 First Lion Contour appeared

1951 First Universal 30-strike appeared

1951 First Jewelite appeared, Universal Match
Co.

1951 Keystone Matchcover Club formed, PA
1951 Old Dominion Matchcover Club formed,
MD

1951 Golden Gate Matchcover formed, San

Francisco, CA

1951 Mountain State Matchcover Club formed,
Denver, CO

1951 Perfect 36 discontinued by Diamond

%

1953 First Thompson Girls appeared, Superior
Match Co.
%

1954 RMS membership passes #1000 mark in
September

1954 Ass. Vitolphilique et Phillumenique
Francaise (AVPF) founded, Paris, France

1954 First AMCAL convention, California

1954 Garden State Matchcover Club formed, NJ
1954 Lehigh Valley Matchcover Club formed,
Allentown, PA

1954 Delchester Matchcover Club founded,
Media, PA

1954 Redwood Empire Club founded, Santa
Rosa, CA

1954 Suffolk Matchcover Club of Long Island
formed [defunct when ?]

%

1955 Studie - En Dokumentatiegroep
Lucifersetiketten founded, Netherlands

1955 First Holiday Inn covers appeared

1955 First Jewel by Universal appeared

1955 International Book Match Association
formed, Washington, DC

1955 AMCAL established by
California clubs

*

the three

1956
1956
1956
1956
1956
1956
1956
*
1957 Ace Match Corp. defunct

1957 First Perkins Americana appeared, Ed
Perkins, Maryland Match Co.

1957 Lone Star Match Co. defunct

1957 Long Beach Matchcover Club founded,
Long Beach, CA

1957 Australia's AMCCS founded

%

1958 Sunshine State Matchcover Club founded,
Eustis, FL

1958 First Universal Sticky Backs appeared
1958 Rad Club of Phillumeny Leningrad
founded

%

First Universal Matchoramas appeared
First Model by Lion appeared

First Poster Feature by Lion appeared
First Lion True Color appeared

Mercury Match Co. defunct

Regal Match Co. formed, Baltimore, MD
First AMCAL Convention ("AMCOC")

1959 First Diamond Pocketbox appeared

1959 First Lion Easel Back by Lion appeared

*

1960 Third Atlas Match Co. formed, Euless, TX
1960 Sutherland Match Co. merged with
Superior Match Co.

%

1961 COMBINE formed

1961 Great Lakes Matchcover Club formed, MI

1961 Forest City Matchcover Club formed by
split from Ohio Matchcover Club

1961 Ohio Matchcover Club formed [defunct
when ?]

*
1962
July
1962 Mid-West Matchcover Club formed, MO
1962 Trans-Canada Matchcover Club founded,
Canada

1962 First Grant-Mann color covers appeared,

Canada
%

RMS membership passes #2000 mark in
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as they are in the Box" Directions - Part of the directions are missing, but what can read is " To be
used as they are in the box. Let the Squib lie loose as possible. in ~---- ole IN Steep holes it may be
fastened ----- y lightly" John R Powell Patentee and Manufacturer.

The box states there are 100 in the box - but there are only around 80 left. The matches are 5 1/2"
long. Thaven't tried one - but it looks like you pull the paper end.” [Thanks to Paul Spoff for this]

Feb. 10, 2008: Lindbergh Matchbook
“About 20 years ago I purchased an antique cigar humidifier from an estate. In it |
was this book of matches. I placed it in my safe, and it has been there since

then.”

Ending bid: $1725

2 December, 2007: Sovereign Box
Starting bid: $120
“Early Diamond Match box”

Ed. Looked to be in very nice to new condition

[ Thanks to Paul Spoff for both of these items]

[Auctions - continued from p.3]
depending on the collection; 3x per year, both single and multi-cover lots, flats offered sometimes.
*  Web Site:

-The Vault: (http://matchpro.org) 60 lots per auction, 52x per year (weekly), both single and multi
-cover lots, mixed content, no minimum bids, used/flats not offered.

Qutside the Hobby Auctions:

* ebay: ebay, of course, is constant--24 hours a day, 365 days a week. It features a larger selection of
lots, including an increased chance to find rare and very old material. With that, however, comes
generally higher costs and more administrative hoops to jump through. Also, with ebay, bidders are
allowed to continually submit rebids (which makes the lots more expensive and means that if
you’re serious you have to monitor what’s going on). None of the auctions described above allow
rebidding.

[Note: If I missed any auctions, I apologize, but these were all the ones I could find any info on; also, 1
have omitted coverage of club meeting auctions since they don't have the ‘open access’ that the
auctions described here have. They’re basically only open to members, and usually only those
members that show up for that particular meeting. |













73RD R.M.S. MAIL-IN AUCTION

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL BIDS BY APRIL 4TH 2008.  MAIL TO : PAT SHAPPELL
109 WOOD LANE, READING PA 19606-2446 OR EMAIL: PATSHAPPELL@VERIZON.NET

RN AWN =

28 TRIVIA RS20'S

19 PUB SIGNS BY EDDY MATCH 20's

18 DELTA HOTEL & RESORTS BY EDDY MATCH 20'S

23 CANADIAN PACIFIC HOTELS & RESORTS BY EDDY MATCH 20'S
10 BIG BOYS 20'S

27 OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE

SET OF 15 SPANISH CITIES BY FOSFOROS DE SEGUUIRDAD
12 APOLLO BY UNIVERSAL

17 HORSESHOES

43 LIPSTICK BOXES

52 AMERICAN ACES # 126 THRU 4249 NO DUPES
54 AMERICAN ACES # 10091 THRU 11788 NO DUPES
25 mostly UNLISTED POCKETBOX

SET OF 4 READING CO. POWER RAIL ROAD 40'S
FULLBOOK 20 U.A.A. AIRLINE WITH TAXSTAMP
1992 CAMEL SET BY DD BEAN

1994 CAMEL SET BY DD BEAN

1991 CAMEL SET BY DD BEAN

1996 CAMEL SET BY DD BEAN

1995 CAMEL SET BY DD BEAN

U.S.S. WORCESTER CL144 W42d

U.S.S. TULARE AKA-112 T36a

U.S.S. STATION WLST LST822 L822a

U.S.S. DOBBIN D147c

U.S.S. DUXBURY BAY AVP38 PBMS D238a

U.S.S. FARGO F2a

U.S.S. GENERAL G.M. RANDALL AP115 G7b

U.S.S. HAROLD J. ELLISON DD864 H11a

U.S.S. HENRY W. TUCKER H289b

U.S.S. HYADES ( AF-28 ) H29a

U.S.S. YORK COUNTY LST-1175 Y8a

U.S.S. MANCHESTER CL-83 M7c

U.S.S. MARQUETTE AKA 95 M11a

U.S.S. BANG (SS-385) BS50a

U.S.S. BRYCE CANYON AD36 B45c

U.S.S. MYLES C. FOX DD829 Mb54b

U.S.S. NANTAHALA AO60 N2a

U.S.S. OBRIEN 016b

U.S.S. PIEDMONT AD17 P16c

U.S.S. NEPTUNE (ARC-2) N8a

U.S.S. CHIEF PINOLA (AT33) P212a

U.S.S. STLOUIS 8S29b

U.S.S. STEMBEL DD644 S521a

U.S.S. RICHARD B. ANDERSON DD786 R128i
U.S.S.DIXIE AD14 D12c

U.S.S. DOYLE DMS-34 D17b

U.S.S. DES MOINES CA134 D102b

U.S.S. MOUNT KATMAI M49a



U.8.S. MOUNT OLYMPUS AGC8 M48c
U.S.C.G.C. ESCANABA
50 RADIO & TV 20'S

40 MISC. CLUBS FS20'S------ no fraternal golf or country
E--M

50 DRUGSTORES W/LOCATIONS FS20'S
50 HOLIDAY INN---BLACK STOCK FS20
40 COUNTRY CLUB RS20'S

30 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS & KNIGHTS OF MALTA

100 CHRISTMAS FS30

139 MATCHORAMA & TYPES LODGING 30'S
50 FOE (EAGLES) 20'S #1311 THRU 2089

26 BUICK DEALERS 30'S  mostly stock imprints

100 HEWELS

55 LODGINGS FS 30 "H"

90 CANADIAN EATING PLACES RS30
42 WEST VIRGINIA BANKS 30'S

47 NEW MEXICO BANKS 30'S

SET OF 10 WPEN SERIES B

48 FRATERNAL AM.LEGION, VFW, MOOSE, ELKS EAGLES 30'S

58 CALIFORNIA BANKS 30'S

12 BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA 30'S (FRENCH) VISTA LITES

"Ol!

54 OLDSMOBILE DEALERS 30'S  mostly imprints

100 FS 10'S
50 ELK LODGES 20'S # 1254---1426

50 SPORTS JEWELITES MOST WITH SCHEDULES

105 CALIFORNIA BANKS 20'S
100 EATING PLACES 30'S "L" -- "P"
25 CAFE 20'S

30 SERVICE CLUBS 20'S

20 LOUNGES 20'S

32 GRILLS 20'S

20 TAVERNS 20'S

15 LIQUOR STORES 20'S

22 COUNTRY CLUB 20'S

25 MEXICAN RESTAURANTS 20'S
14 CASH ADVANCE 20'S

28 BILLIARDS 20'S

50 ELELCTIONS 20's

100 W.W.W. ADDRESSES 20'S
20 PUBS 20'S

20 PIZZA 20'S

4 ELVIS 20'S

40 CAMEL 30.S 156---624

40 CAMEL 30'S

15 BIRDS

25 ANIMALS

40 40's

100 RESTAURANTS 20'S

20 FISH & SEA FOOD

50 BARS

25 MEXICAN RESTAURANT 20'S
50 BAIL BONDS

45 RS 30 CASINOS

35 HOLIDAY INN  RS20'S

39 FOILITE 30'S

50 CASINOS RS20'S

SET OF 4 --1974 SPOKANE WORLDS FAIR

Fs20
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Editorial - On The Art of Judging Displays

Actually, ’'m not really sure there is an art to judging displays. I have a
hunch that most judges, experienced or not, end up voting simply on gut
feeling. And the more I ponder that /I ponder a Ilot], the more I’m becoming
convinced that it’s the truth.

Of course, the lot of a display judge is often not an easy one. There is a
polarity of criteria, I think. On the one side, and this is the side I lean to, you
have the covers, themselves. So, in a ‘Best Airlines Display’ competition, for
example, I would be focused on the covers. Are they appropriate entries? What is there about those
covers that gives them the advantage over the displayed covers of the adjacent entry? Are they older,
rarer, more complete, represent something I've never seen before? And so on. Personally, it wouldn’t
normally matter to me how they were arranged, what kind of case or frame they were in, how ‘pretty’
the display was, etc. In other words, the displayer would have a very hard time swaying my vote with
the ‘attractiveness’ and ‘creativity’ factors of his or her display.

Even as I say that, though, I’'m well aware of the other side of the argument. “It’s not advertised as a
cover contest. It’s a display contest, dummy!” So, one might well argue, “Of course the covers are
important, but the manner in which they’re presented certainly has to figure prominently in any display
contest! Does not disp/ay mean “to show’?! Point scored. I can’t argue with that.

Still, call me a purist...elitist... or just a nutcase, but it would bother me to no end to realize that my
display of better covers lost out to a display that was simply better packaged. “But,” you argue, “whose
to say one way or another?” Aha! “The judge!” 1 triumphantly retort, as I inwardly crow at having so
cunningly lured you into my intricately woven trap of logic. “And the judge can so easily be swayed by
the packaging while the actual content becomes secondary, at best... Yes! You know it’s true! You
can’t deny I! It happens everywhere every day! Walk down any supermarket aisle, for goodness sake!”

Should my 1910 Washington Crisps covers display lose to that other guy’s D.D. Bean vending
machine covers display just because I had my covers lined up in a single row, while he had his
arranged in the shape of Washington throwing a dollar across the Potomac...on horseback...in a
rowboat... sitting in a cherry tree?

When I judge displays at AMCAL, I always go by a piece of advice given by an earlier
mentor... “Ask yourself which covers you would most like to have in your own collection, and vote for
that display!’

And, of course, there is (or was) always the possibility of outright lobbying from the displayers.
When 1 first entered the hobby in the early 1980s, it was blatant at the conventions I attended...a
‘casual’ remark in the ear of an official judge or club member casting a vote about a certain display up
for judging. I still smile at the memory of a certain noted collector (now deceased) who had the whole
process down to a science! No, displays should always remain anonymous as far as anyone voting is
concerned. The logic in that would seem obvious. Still, to everyone’s credit, I haven’t seen or heard
much of lobbying since those earlier days.

Perhaps I’'m asking too much. Judges, and contestants, are only human, I suppose. We’re all swayed
by the outside before we ever look at the inside... That’s how I ended up married, after all!
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A Peek At Other Bulletins

[based on current issues on hand as of this writing]

-Angelus MC: [Jan/Feb 2008] 15 pages, club
business, Quarterly Combo, Home of Rufus, Our
Trip to the Mother Lode, Who Did That? Auction,
raffle

Badger State MC: [Jan/Feb 2008] 6 pages, club
business, Statue of Liberty, Cotton Club (1984),
new finds, President’s Day

-Denver Strikers MC: [Jan/Feb 2008] 4 pages,
club business, Happy Leap Year 2008, Cowgirls!
Winter

-Empire MC: [Feb 2008] 6 pages+tmembership
app, Southern Swapfest and RMS flyers, club
business, Admatch and Agatha Laura, Hard Rock
Hotel Opens in San Diego, Who’s Your Daddy -
Big Daddy’s Dinner,

-Forest City MC: [Jan 2008] 8 pages+2 covers,
club business, Texaco, 20-Strike Music Cover
listing

-Garden State MC: [Winter 2007] 6 pages, club
business, The Tobacco Page, Asbury Park

-Girlie MC: [Jan 2008] 6 pages+20 p. catalog
supplement, Gem Razor Blade Sets, Germany Set
#3, Elvgren Set #13 240-strike Matchbooks

-Great Lakes MC: [Jan/Feb 2008] 12 pages,
club business, Personality Plus, The Pearly King,
Combo, On the Inside, ads

-Huggable Bears MC: [Jan/Feb 2008] 8 pages,
club business, Bear Art, misc. bear covers

-Lone Star MC: [Jan/Feb 2008] 8 pages, club
business, Gum Covers, Owname Renewable
Matchbook Co., Bullfighting, Mickey Mantle’s
Holiday Inn, Winchester Mystery House, ads

-Long Beach MC: [Dec. 2007] 8 pages, club
business, Frogs, Lips, Pickles, auction, bag
drawing

-New England MC: [Nov/Dec 2007] 4 pages,
club business, International House of Pancakes

-New Moon MLC: /[Dec 2007] 8 pages+some
covers, club business, Other Boxes, box news, On
The Road

PNMCC: [Nov/Dec 2007] 8 pages, club business,
Snowmen, Checks, Found it on ebay, ads, auction,
raffle

-Sierra-Diablo MC: /[Jan 2008] 8-pages, club
business, California Card Clubs, More Amazing
Die-Cuts!, AMCAL flyers, ads, auction.

-Southeastern MC: [Jan/Feb 2008] 6 pages, club
business, Meet the Collectors

-Tobacco Club: [Dec 2007] 8 pagest+ 2 color
pages, club business, miscellaneous new finds,
Great Old Matchcovers, Some Great Boxes From
Germany, Set of Foreign Marlboro Boxes

-Trans Canada MC: [Dec 2007] 8 full-color
pages, club business, BMO Celebrates 190 Years,
What’s New on ebay, Bobby Orr, auction

-Tri-State MC: [Jan 2008] 8 pages, club
business, Valentine’s Day, A Member’s Profile,
Cover Story Survey Results, So You Want To Try
ebay, Tums, ads

[Ed. note: In case you're wondering why some
clubs may not appear here from issue to issue—I
may not be on that club’s current bulletin mailing
list, that club may only issue a quarterly bulletin,
that bulletin may have arrived too late to include,
etc.|

[Ed. Note: [ believe I've noted this before, but it's
worth noting again, especially here...Generally,
bulletins across the hobby have shrunk in overall
number of pages and in frequency...a result of
ever increasing postal rates and dwindling
memberships. Thank the gods that the RMS
Bulletin has not succumbed to these pressures, but
your bulletins, from whatever club, is just another
reason why your clubs need your continued
support.
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Last Issue’s Belgium Tourist
Set Article

Clem Pater, OH: Iread with much interest your
article on the Belgium tourist set...I can help you
out with some information that will be of interest.

Harry Gerson started the Jewel list in late 1959
early 1960. his first list contained about 300
Jewels...he mailed the listing to about 60 to 65
people at the time...as of this date, there are but 2
surviving collectors from that original mailing....
John Woods and myself.

That original listing contained the Belgium
Tourist set, not 8 but a set of 9...why it was 9 no
one ever knew, but to everyone's knowledge it
was a set of 9....much discussion was had at the
early Jewel meetings and all we could figure out
is that the set was issued sometime in the late
1950's since it was on Harry's original
listing... The Jewel numbers from the original
listing for the 8 that you have are as
follows: Hasselt #249, Bruges #250, Dinant
#251, Malmedy #252, Brussels #253, Mons #254,
LaRoche #255, Antwerp #257.

The one that you are missing is Ghent #256.
Much has been said as to the value of this set....I
remember Ward Chase buying just 8 of the
covers from Frank Ryan at the 1966 RMS
convention in Allentown, Pa. for $100. If you
knew Ward Chase, money did not matter if it was
something he wanted...so what the complete set is
worth today no one really knows.

You mention in your article about a packaging
container that holds 12 of these Jewels...that is a
surprise to me and 1 have never heard any of the
older collectors mention anything about some
kind of packaging container..you really have
something there.

[Ed. Clem’s going to send a pic of that 9th cover
that I should be able to get in the next issue. Also
for that issue, I'll try and find that box the covers
came in and picture that, as well. Thanks to Clem
for this input]

Denver Strikers
Matchcover Club

The DENVER STRIKERS, a tradition since
1987, hosts free luncheons for all matchcover
collectors at both the AMCAL and RMS
conventions. The events are usually held at 11:30
a.m. Fridays in the convention hospitality room,
just before the Friday auctions. The luncheons, for
members include items as pizza, and other
goodies.

The club was founded in 1987 by the late
George Bruckman of Denver, a former President
of RMS. Bill Thomas was the long-time club
Editor. Since the DS slogan is "We're Different",
the Denver Strikers present awards at each
convention for the "Most Different Display."

We’ve had quite a few great displays in.this
category, and everyone (member or not) is urged
to present an exhibit in this category. Another way
DS is "different" is the length of our business
meetings. Two to three minutes the outer limit,
and if the president runs over that time, there’s
usually someone with a stopwatch to let him or
her know!

DS membership today is nationwide, despite its
local beginnings. Editor Ellen Gutting publishes a
newsletter about the hobby six times a year,
assisted by Mailer Greg Lund. Any matchcover
collector is welcome to join by sending $6 dues to
Sec.-Treas. Marilyn Reese, 3202 S. 72nd St.,
Milwaukee, WI 53219, or by paying at the door at
either of the convention luncheons.

The Denver Strikers club is a fun and very
active group of collectors, and they’d be happy to
have you join their ranks. Just contact Marilyn
Reese.
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Help Us Prepare for this
Year's R.M. S. Convention
Atthe Inn at Hunt' Landing S22 onais
Best Western, Matamoras, PA

H

Procurement -~ Donations of covers and boxes would be greatly appreciated. Please send
them to Donna Longenecker, Old Philly Pike, Kempton, PA 19529.E-Mail:bordlong@fast.net
Raffle Prizes - Since our raffle prizes will be cash, gift cards and room nights this year the
Committee is asking for donations of match prizes. Bring them with you or send them to Bill
Gigantino, 197 Bradley Ave., Hamden. CT 06514. E-Mail: wkg1957@aol.com

< Auctions — You're allowed 15 lots as long as space is available. Send your list

~ only of the 15 lots along with a S.A.S.E to Pat Shappell, 109 Wood Lane,
Reading, PA 19606 E-Mail: patshapp@aol.com. There will be four auctions

=’ beqinning Tuesday. We're pleased that Wray Martin will once conduct the

E’me Marﬁn!_ auction along with his great team.

Awards - Local clubs or individuals presenting any award should inform our RMS Editor,
Mike Prero, 12659 Eckard Way, Auburn, Ca 95603-3516 ASAP so he can list it on the
RMS website and put them in the bulletin. E-Mail: rmsed@matchpro.org.

Displays ~ RMS categories and who and what clubs giving awards and the
category of each award will be listed in our next bulletin. The Committee has
instituted a new People’s Choice Award this year so please get creative and
share your great collections with all of us.

Convention Program Book - Rates are: Full page -$40, Half Page- $25, Quarter

Page -$15, Patron Ad - $3. Make checks payable to RMS and mail along with your
ads by June 1% to Shirley Sayers, 1290 Corporation St. Beaver, PA 15009. Ads don‘t \ -

have to be camera ready art since Shirley has a scanner. E-Mail: shirleys2@verizon.net.

@‘ CALE| Dealer Tables - Collectors interested in selling matches are invited to rent a
‘ table or tables on a daily or weekly basis. For rates, information or to book
/

your space contact Clem Pater, 315 Front St. Hamilton, OH 45011.

owli olf - If you're interested in bowling contact Terry Rowe, 1509
S. Dugan Rd. Urbana, OH 43078. E-Mail: trowerms@ctcn.net. There will
be no annual Golf Tournament this year.

DEADLINES: It's extremely important that you send in your pre-registration forms
to Gayle ASAP. You must pre-register for the Ice Cream Social and the Monday Trip
(which is expected to sell out quickly)in advance. Also, if you want to take advantage
of the Complimentary Shuttle Service you must Pre-register for that as well.
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These Collectors Want To Trade!

A few issues ago I said I’d run trading announcements for any members who turned them in. Well,
they’ve dribbling in for months, and I expect this is about all I’'m going to get, so here’s what I have
received:

Alma Adams, 5309 N. 64th St., Milwaukee, WI 53218: Wants Casinos, Cafes, Restaurants, Beer, Ice
Cream, Chef Hats, Steak Houses, Diners, RI

Harold Cruson, 3061 Brookcliff Ave., Grand Junction, CO 81504
(jhcruser@coloradoweblink.com): Wants Bail Bonds, Bowling, Intercontinental Hotels, Harold or
Mr. C, Office Supply, Elks, Funeral, Printing, RV Parks, VFW

Mike Samuels, 1140 Connecticut Avenue, #950, Washington, DC 2003
(masamuels@samuelsinternational. com): Wants Auto Racing, Cold War-related, Embassies/
Diplomatic, Fire and Police, Fishing, Jai Lai, Presidential, Rodeo, Roller Skating, Sports

George Cosentini, 12421 Banuelo Cove, San Diego, CA 92130-2277 (apofpo@san.rr.com): Wants
Holiday Inn covers/postcards, Shell Oil, US Navy Ships, Lone Phone #s

Bill Prescott, 211-56th St., Downers Grove, IL 60516 (matchbk2@comcast.net): Wants Embassies/
State Dept’s, Bowling showing women, Greyhound Bus, Roy Rogers movies, Sherlock Holmes, Fred
Harvey, Old Washington, DC, Marshall Fields, Old Radio Shows, Coca Cola

Wilton Mason, 1636 Walnut Rd., Springhill, LA 71075 (wandgmason@centurytel.com): Wants
Blue/bold 40-strike VA Hospitals, Matchtones, Dodge Transmissions

Claude Pelletier, 456 Rue Champlain, Valleyfield, QC J6T 6K2 CAN (cpelletier@sympatico.ca):
Wants Horse, Beef, Chicken, Lobster, Gas Stations w/crests, Funeral, Midget, Golf Club, Features,
Knothole

Mike Morris, 2655 Bowden Dr., Creedmoor, NC 27522: Wants Jewelite, Billboard, Royal Flash,
Contour, NC Towns (dupes OK on all of these)

Mike Prero, 12659 Eckard Way, Auburn, CA 95603 (rmsed@matchpro.org): Wants Unicorns,
VIP, all Political, Chinese Rest., Dated (no Conventions), Small Towns, American Legion, VFW,
Fraternals, Lion 30-Stick

Note on trading...I thought I'd point out here that there actually is quite a lot of trading still go-
ing on among collectors...some steady...some occasionally...but trading is certainly still common.
Sometimes [ write about how it’s dropped off from the peak we experienced in the early 1980s, but
most of that drop 1s a result of the corresponding loss of collectors from the hobby.

So, with reference to raw numbers, there’s obviously not as much trading going on back and forth
across the country. But percentage-wise, the drop is nowhere near as obvious. Two other factors that
come to mind are comparatively soaring postal rates and the disappearance of that once familiar basket
of covers on the counter of your local businesses. / certainly still trade; I just don’t have anywhere near
the number of people to trade with anymore.

The Ed
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RMS BULLETIN AUCTION features a
75%/25% split (you get 75% of what your lots sell
for). Send your lots to Pat Shappell, 109 Wood
Ln., Reading, PA 19606-2446 (Tel: 610-779-
0733).

RMS AREA AWARD RECIPIENTS:
-Southern Ontario MC: Wilf Chapman
-Forest City MC : Ken Munyon

-Trans Canada MC: Wilf Chapman

RMS CONVENTION DISPLAY NEWS:
-Angelus MC: "Best Combo display"

-Empire MC (Manny Phillips Award): "Most
Esthetically Pleasing Display"

-Empire MC: (Sam Schroeder Award). "Best
Girlie Display”

-Forest City: "Best Auto Dealer Display"
-Huggable Bears MC: "Best Bear Display”
-Jewelite Clubs: “Best Jewelite Display”

-Penn Ohio: "Best Funeral Home Display"
-Southeastern: "Best Sea Life Display”

-New Moon: “Best Box or Label Display” (Ist,
2nd, and 3rd place”

-Trans Canada: "Best Canadian Display"

[Don’t forget that complete convention details are
always available at Convention Central on the
RMS web site]
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CLASSIFIED ADS

WANT TRADERS: in the following categories: Veterans
Administration Hospitals Blue/Bold 40's, Matchtones,
Dodge Transmissions (All Colors). Wilton Mason, 1636
Walnut Rd., Springhill, LA 71075
wandgmason@centurytel.net

WANTED: Jewelites, Royal Flash, Billboard, Contour, NC
towns, dupes OK. Mike Morris, 2655 Bowden Dr,
Creedmoor, NC 27522-8811 (919-528-0558).......... M/A08

WANTED: MIDGETS to buy or will trade. I have over
500 unstruck dupes and can email list to you. Will pay

premium prices for "Follow the Stars" movie star set or
individual covers, Mike Schwimmer, 30 Corncob Lane,
Brewster MA 02631-2002.  508-896-7024.  Email:
mschwim@hotmail.com................................. M/A08

WANTED-TRADE OR PURCHASE: NY Port Authority
and Miami Beach (south of Golden Beach - 192nd St)

hotels, motels, nightclubs, restaurants.
Larry Cole 140 Ralph Ave White Plains, NY 10606
lgcole@hotmail.com.................o M/A08

WANTED: Coca-Cola matchcovers. Highest prices paid.
$250 minimum for pre-1920 covers. Will respond to all
offers. Thom Thompson, 238 Churchill Crossing,
Nicolasville, KY 40356-2583 ... ........................... M/AO8

WANTED: Morrison Field, FL (WW II) and Pattison Park
CCC Camp, WI. Please contact R.D. Thompson, 1425 W.
28th St., #611, Minneapolis, MN 55408
(rthompson@earthlink.net)........................o.oo M/J08

1 HAVE STARS AND FEDERALS matchbooks to sell or
trade for Railroad and Fred Harvey matchbooks that I need.
Russell Potter 918-962-5271, 19088 192nd Ave. , Spiro,
OK 74050 S/008

Classified ad|Y 4s! éﬂ ; 56. g
policy: Ads are %ée ¢ F

published on a

space  available pem

basis. Please keep
‘em short and send
them in as soon as
possible!  10¢ a
word. Ads offering
free items, etc. are
free. Check should
be made out to
“RMS.” Send to
Ed. ASAP (I always
need as much
warning as
possible). Fee
schedule for larger-
sized ads may be
seen on the last

page.

HE RS raS BEEN
PROLD ™ SERYE YOU
FOR THELEE PAST 50 YEARS
N APPRECIATICN CF
THAT, PLEASE PRESFNT
THS MATCHIOOGK FOR A
FREFE. MEZALTOR TAD
ATOUR 100 ANN Y ERSARY
IN "HE YEAR 2034.

Don’t  forget...the
RMS Bulletin is the
largest circulating
hobby bulletin and
gives you the most
exposure 1o the
largest number of
collectors... Take
advantage of it and &
place your ad!
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MATCHBOOKS IN THE
LAW BOOKS: PART 54

by Kenneth H. Ryesky, Esq.

Ken Ryesky (RMS # 9003), member of the New
York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania Bars,
practices law in East Northport, NY and teaches
Business Law at Queens College of the City
University of New York. He can be reached
at P.O. Box 926, East Northport, NY 11731 or by
e-mail at khresq@sprintmail.com.

The edifice at 725 Rue Iberville in the French
Quarter of New Orleans was built in 1837 as a
residence for well-to-do merchant James Walters
Zacharie. Except for a few very short hiatus
periods, the building has housed a restaurant
establishment known as La Louisiane from 1881
until today. Several entrepreneurs have operated
the restaurant over the years, but it was the bon
vivant James "Diamond Jim Moran" Brocato who
gave La Louisiane its defining character.

Young Jimmy Brocato's pugilistic activities
were frowned upon by his widowed mother, so he
adopted the ring name "Jimmy Moran" in order to
supplement the income from his day job shining
shoes in New Orleans. Jimmy saved his money
and opened up a barber shop. One day he cut the
hair of Huey P. Long, and the two men became
fast friends. Through Long, Brocato met many
businessmen, politicians and gangsters, and
entered into many successful business ventures,
legal and otherwise. With the money that had
eluded him in his childhood, Brocato adopted an
opulent and flamboyant lifestyle, and sported
numerous pieces of diamond jewelry, along with
his diamond-studded eyeglasses.

Brocato leased La Louisiane in 1954, and
redecorated it in keeping with his frilly and
ostentatious lifestyle. After Brocato died of a
heart attack in the restaurant in 1958, his sons
continued to operate the business for another
twenty years.

Not surprisingly, Brocato was entangled in
several legal problems, including but not limited
to tax issues with the Bureau of Internal Revenue.

In an apparently minor legal dispute involving
the restaurant, Brocato sued the Diamond Match
Company. The merits of the dispute are obscure,
and it is not clear whether the detailed documents
in the court archive survived the devastation of
Hurricane Katrina. But Diamond Match won
dismissal of the case on a technical procedure
issue, and Brocato won a partial (and probably
pyrrhic) victory on appeal. Brocato's appellate
attorney was Sam Monk Zelden, whose
representations of clients from the shady side of
the street are legendary in their own right [139]

Bob Smith's La Louisiane cover with a Diamond
manumark may well have been the subject matter
of "Diamond Jim" Brocato's lawsuit against

Diamond Match. i I

DLAMOND MATCH DIV, wie NAW ORLEANS. LA
@@@@-E&S@%
SHVEITUSG MEN

DTHANBR E¥4L 7

[To be continued]

[139] Diamond Match
Co. v. Moran, 82 So. 2d
784 (La.App. 1955).
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From the
Editor

I'd like to compile a|™-
working list of topics that |
readers would like ™™
covered in the RMS|
Bulletin. 1T do most of|{
writing  writing and | @
research over the
summer, so if I could get| Gl
your input within the next | TEig §
couple of months I'd| "
have a nice little ‘things
to do’ list to keep me on track for future bulletins.
With our hobby, there’s never a dearth of things to
cover (no pun intended!), but I want to make sure
I’m touching as many bases as I can. Just e-mail
or drop me a card with your thoughts.
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RMS MEMBERSHIP REPORT - MARCH/APRIL 2008

NEW MEMBERS (*=will trade)
9673-No new members

ADDRESS CORRECTION

0489-John R. Clark, 1120 Shell Basket Lane, Sanibel, FL. 33957

6819-Michael Samuels, 1140 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Suite 950, Washington, DC 20036

9641-David Oathout, 450 Rolling Hill Dr., Rocky Mount, VA 24151-4032
9499-Mike Avitt, Box 164, Carroll, 1A 51401-0164

REINSTATED

6236-Elnora Thomas, 5478 Duke Ct., Warren, M1 48091-3819

COLLECTS: General

8934-Claude Pelletier, 456 Champlain, Valleyfield, QU Canada J6T 6K2
COLLECTS: Gas Station (having crest only), Funeral Homes, Horses, Beef, Lobsters & Chickens.
9331-Barbara Lubow, 85 Sequoia Dr., Coram, NY 11727-2042
COLLECTS: Hotels/Motels/Restaurants, Railroads, Christmas, Political, Carousels & General.

RESIGNED

8079-Al Wernimont; 9050-Robert O’Gorman; 9654-John L. Root, III

DECEASED
8717-William Gillogly (1/16/08)

Respectfully submitted,

Terny Rowe

Terry L. Rowe

A NEW RMS ROSTER WILL BE MAILED LATER IN THE YEAR SO NOW 1S

THE TIME TO SEND IN YOUR CATEGORY CHANGES. SEND ALL CHANGE

OF ADDRESSES AND CATEGORIES TO TERRY AT THE ADDRESS LISTED
INSIDE THE FRONT COVER OF ANY RMS BULLETIN.

Doris Arrigoni

Long-time RMS member #3196,
Doris Arrigoni, passed away on
Februnary 9. Besides all of her
lengthy services to the hobby over
the years, she also served as RMS
Secretary for many years. Our con-
dolences to her family and friends.
She will certainly be missed by those
of us who had the pleasure of know-
ing her.

Walter Hoffman

Very long-time RMS member #
1415, Walter Hoffman, passed away
on February 11. A dedicated collec-
tor and a mainstay of the Garden
State club for decades, Walter was
tireless and steady in his endeavors.
Our sincerest sympathies to Orvie
and the rest of Walter’s family and
all of his many friends made
throughout the hobby.

SPONSOR

MOVIE POSTERS
WANTED

Serious collector paying
TOP $$$ for Movie
Posters, Lobby Cards,
Window Cards, Movie
Photos and Concert
Posters. Buying all sizes,
any condition. Will Buy
entire collections. Find-
ers Fees Paid. ""Don't do
anything with your post-
ers until you at least
talk to me"'!!

1-800-392-4050 Ralph
DeLuca, 157 Park Ave.,
Madison, NJ 07940
E-mail;
ralph@ralphdeluca.com
Website:
www.ralphdeluca.com

BIRTHDAY CLUB: The following club members will be celebrating birthdays on the dates indicated. Please check
your latest roster to get current addresses and categories: John Bachochin (3/1), Robert Goetter (3/6), Wally mains (4/11)

If you’re interested in receiving 200-300 covers or boxes during your birthday month, send an SASE #10 envelope to:
Wally and Pat Mains, 105 Roger Ln., Florence, KY 41042-2334. NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.
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cLYB “ORNER

SIERRA-DIABLO SPRING SWAPFEST: Heritage Inn,
April 5-6, 2008. 201 Harding Blvd, Roseville, CA (800-
228-4747 or 916-782-4466. $55. FMI: Loren Moore
loren@bgsplanco.com

TRANS CANADA SWAPFEST: April 24-26,2008.
Holiday Inn, Fort Erie, Ont., CAN. Room: $99. (1-888-269
-5550) Two auctions+lots more. Check Trans Canada
web site for more details

AMCAL 2008: May 17-24, 2008. Piccadilly Inn Airport,
5115 E. McKinley Ave., Fresno, CA.(559-251-6000)
Room: $81 if reservation made by April 15. Theme is
Patriotic.

UES: June 18-21, 2008, Plaza Hotel, Hagerstown, MD,
301-797-2500. Auctions, bingo, dealers tables, displays,
freebie tables, and much more. Contact: Linda Clavette-
(717)749-3871 or Stella Williams-e-mail matchjsw@
DOnet.com. (937)890-8684.

RMS CONVENTION 2008: August 3-8, 2008. The Inn at
Hunt's Landing Best Western, Matamoras, PA. (570-491-
2400) Room: $99.

CONNECTICUT MC 25th ANNIVERSARY MEET:
September 25-28, 2008. Marriont Hartford/Springfield
Airport, Day Hill Rd., Windsor, CT 06095. (1-800-228-
9290)

NLUB CORNEV

Complete Convention Info!

RMS Convention: “Convention Central” at
http://www.matchcover.org

AMCAL Convention: “AMCAL Central” at
http://www.matchcover.org/sierra

COMING UP!

— <
May/Jun: “Dated Autos”

Jul/Aug: “Knott’s Berry Farm”
Sep/Oct: “Funeral Homes”

Nov/Dec: “Covers vs. Boxes vs. Labels”

ADVERTISING RATES
Display Ads
Full-Page = $55.00 Quarter-Page = $17.50
Half-Page = $30.00 Eighth-Page = $10.00 (N/A for

businesses)
Classified Ads

First 20 words or less, $2.00; .10 per word thereafter. Same
ad, three consecutive issues, 10% discount. Check made out

to RMS must accompany first ad.

Submission Deadlines

All material is due to Editor NLT 30 days before appropriate
publication month: Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov.

RMS I

Terry L. Rowe

RMS Membership Secretary/Treasurer
1509 S. Dugan Rd.

Urbana, OH 43078-9209

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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