U.S.S. San Francisco

USS San Francisco (Cruiser # 55C USS San Francisco (Heavy Cruiser-CA

by 38), 19341959
later CM-2), 18901939 Mike Prero )

As with d
USS Sacramentdhree
vessels of the Unite
States Navy have bee
named USS Sar
Francisco.

. The first San
. Francisco (C-5), was %
. built at San Franciscc |
< California, and com |
missioned in 1890 as
4088ton protected cruiser, a type of naval cruiser of the late 19th
century. They were so known because they had only a minimal amount of armor compared to existing
"armored" cruisers. She served in the Pacific until 1888) steamed to the Atlantic. Operations followed
in the North and South Atlantic, and in European waters. Durin¢c *~~
SpaniskAmerican War, in 1898San Franciscovas stationed off Cube USS San Francisco (Nuclear
The cruiser had two additional tours of European duty in -DRQ2lus Submarine, SS11), 19819
spending some time in the Caribbean area. In -1908, she wa
converted into a mine planter, one of the Navy's first specialized
vessels.San Franciscoassisted in laying the North Sea Mine Barrz:

- US.S. SAﬁ iiXﬁEisco j;]*

CLOSE COVER BEFORE STRIKING MATCH
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designated CM in 1920, and decommissioned in December 1921. In reserve at Philadelphia Navy Yard
for many years thereafter, the ship was renaesemitan 1931 and was sold for scrapping in April
1939.

The secondBan FranciscdCA-38), a heavy cruiser, was laid down on 9 September 1931 at the Mare
Island Navy Yard, Vallejo, California; launched on 9 March 1933; and commissioned on 10 February
1934,Capt. Royal E. Ingersoll in command. A heavy cruiser is a type of large warship which originated
with the British Hawkins class during World War I. On 7 Decem8an Franciscavas awaiting docking
and the cleaning of her heavily fouled bottom. When the Japanese attacked,the crew had secured the st
for watertightness and had begun looking for opportunities to fight back. Some crodsad @rleans
(CA-32) to man antiaircraft batteries. Others began using available rifles and machine guns. On 14
December, the cruiser left the yard; scaling had been postponed in favor of more necessary repairs o
other ships.

She was part of the Rabal, Guadalcanal, and Solomon Islands operation$\@n 4 Japanese torpedo
plane crashed intS8an FranciscoFifteen men were killed, 29 wounded, and one missing. Control aft was
demolished. The ship's secondary command post, Battle Two, was burned out but was reestablished &
dark. The after antiaircraft director and radar were put out of commission. On 13 November, she got into it
with a Japanese destroyer, cruiser and two battleships. A direct hit on the navigation bridge killed or badly
wounded all officers except the communications officer. Steering and engine control were lost and shifted
to Battle Two. Battle Two was out of commission by a direct hit from the port side. Control was again
lost. Soon thereafter, the enemy ceased filBan Franciscdollowed suit and withdrew eastward along
the north coast of Guadalcanal. Sevesgyen sailors, including Rear Admiral Callaghan and Capt.
Young, had been killed. One Hundred and five had been wounded. Of seven missing, three were
subsequently rescued. The ship had taken 45 hits. Structural damage was extensive, but not serious. |
hits had been received below the waterline. Twenty two fires had been started and extinguished. Sh
received the Presidential Unit Citation. On 18 November, the cruiser sailed for Noumea, and, on the 23d
she got underway toward the United States. She reached San Francisco on 11 December. Three days lat
repairs were begun at Mare Island. By February 1943, she was back prowling the seas.

San Franciscosaw further action at the Marshall Islands, Kwajalein, Saipan, Guam, Tinian, the
Ryukyus, Formosa, Iwo Jima, Okinawa. On 27 November, 1945, the embattled ship headed home
Arriving at San Francisco in midecember, she continued on to Philadelphia for inactivation.
Decommissioned on 10 February, she was berthed with the Philadelphia Group of the Atlantic Reserve
Fleet until 1 March 1959 when her name was struck from the Navy list. On 9 September, she was sold fou
scrapping San FranciscqCA-38) earned 17 battle stars during World War 1.

The third San FranciscdSSN711), a Los Angeleslass submarine, was launched on@itober,
1979,and commissioned on 24 April 1981, with Commander J. Allen Marshall in command. In its life,
USS San Franciscas carried the pride and charm of its namesake city to the far reaches of the Pacific
including: Thailand, Hong Kong, Japan, Okinawa; Subic Bay, Singapore, Guam, Korea, Australia,
Canada; as well as Bremerton, San Diego, San Francisco, and Hawaii.

On January 8, 2008he USS San Francischit an unchartered undersea mountain of Guam while
travelling at high speed about 500 ft below surface. The submarine was able to surface and head back 1
Guam. One critically injured sailor died and 23 other crewmen were injured. The Captain was later

removed from his command. As of May 8th, the boat was still undergoing repairs.
[http://encyclopedia. thefreedictionary.com/USS+San+Francisco; http://www.hazegray.org/danfs/cruisetstca®p://
navysite.de/ssn/ssn711.htm]
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Atlas Foils

Wi th the de misdgalite adversUyou mag haseanotited that more and more Fbkae
covers from Atlas Match Corp. appeared, although never in the variety and quantity that we enjoyed fromn
Uni versal . . -gwal itthye ycddbawe rhsi,ghequal |l i ng Uni wyades al 1
Universal fancies now a thing of the past, Atlas seemed to be aiming at filling the void, especially with
attractive foils.

There are other Foilitkke covers out there, including those from foreign manufacturers, but Atlas foils
are currently togf -the-line. The Atlas foils are qualitglesigned, higlgrade covers in a wide variety of
categories: InteContinental hotels, Holiday Inns, Banks, Restaurants, Credit Unions, Country Clubs, and
so forth.

You can also see the variety in the sizes. Most argir8@s, but there are 20s, 40s, and boxes, as well.
Atlas does not make ifirikes. Almost all are Reverset r i ker s, as Atl as wasnbd
doesndt seem to have made many foil covers pri ol

Indeed, Atlas Foils have only recently begun to make a name for themselves. | never thought about thel
one way or the other until | began noticing that they were becoming significantly more common. | imagine
that many coll ectors donodét break them out separ
(reporting their collection sizes), NONE have noted Atlas Foils as a category. So, | only have my own total
to draw upon, and I currently have 720. Who knows how many there are out there...or how many ther

eventually wil!@ be? Certainly, there arenbdét the
flf Atlas continues to crank out these foilprinted covers at present rates, this could really be a major
category within the next few years (and i f the
1995Wel | , they didndot, and it did, and, thus, the

Aside from the uniquelgesigned, individual business covers, there are a number of stock design and
series so far within this category. There are several different stock Christraypdsil and Atlas, itself,
put out a series of feimprinted 40strikes, each bearing the name and address of an individual sales
representative (most of the major match manufacturers of the past did the same for their own sales peop
using various designs and styles).

Ssome ten years ago, we also pointed out that Atlas had come out with a new type dikEailiteer, an
outstanding design where the folil is inlaid at different angles to itself, giving the entire design a sparkling
quality, rather than just a shiny, reflective surface.

I f re mtarésted in this particul#wilite-ikec at egor vy, dondt forget to c
out a number of foil boxes, using both thélas Match Corp.and the Atlas/Diamondmanumarks.
Unfortunately, for al bum pur pAmeriean Acsizeld pages, sibce the s
Atl as boxes are significantly smaller, Ssesiyeddl
box...manually (ugh!).

Also unfortunately, if Atlas has a trademark name for its Fetygpe covers, it never uses it on the covers,
themselves, and | 6ve never heard of it el sewher
would be nice if Atlas would identify these covers with a distinctive trademark printed on the inside of the
covers, as weodre used to seeing with the Univer :
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Collecting AAA Covers

Although a few collectors may have been collec#®A covers all along, this is a category whose
popul arity has never seemed to really get off t
several years and have found the category to be both rewarding and pleasurable.

Theset atrreinl e A covers (AAAdsapproged lcomls, motalsy and restaurants, e y
although thereodés certainly no AAA&&csvers regadigssone c o

Although there are certainly newer ones to be seen, from the lgsa2H most of these covers will be

from the 1950s and 1960s, and that means that most of these will b fronti k e r s . AAAalegb n g 't
was, of course, good advertising for any type of lodging establishment. It meant that that business met we

up to the standards th&AA set, thereby signaling the wandering wayfarer that this would be not only be a
good place to stay the night, but also that it might well offer a better experience than the place with the
fl ashier or bigger sign just down the street. I
chain motels, but independent lodgings definitely sport it as well.

I woul d call this a small c at e g ore talking aflsamewharg h ,
bet ween sever al t housand covers and many t housa
not one of the hobbybés major thewmalelgor (@®, nagdt |
intended), in the sense that youdre focusing on

category (i.e., Hotels/Motels).

Since mosAAAode stihgersaet ifions are on Hotel / Mot el cov
the |Iimt here in terms of types, shapes, wvarie
of course, are your standard-&fck-sized covers. Aside from other Fancies frequenting this category,

youol | also find a significant n u A rlogoooh theme r y
and...always a nice extra for me...a lot of sets and series. For example, in 1995, Evelyn Ramlow, WI, ha

approxi maAAAdcy vleds fin her collection, and 75 of
another hint on where to look for them.

Since wearedeal i ng with thousands of cover s tdneughe , t
simply because the Ab6s wil/l soon go on forever,
my purposes at | east, t hat |AAA&cewrs sooseteby dtatentlien byo r
si ze, and then alphabetically...and so far 4 hat
ring binders.

Currently, | have 5,706 over s and AAAses! li exc tniyo nf and | expe
guess) that there must be at | east four or five

rubbing my hands together at the prospect of eventually finding those other 20,000+ covers! Many of my
regular tradeg Yes! Some of w#ill faithfully trade by mail!Jroutinely supply me with yet new and hitherto

uns eAdAO civers.



No. 257

SIERRA-DIABLO BULLETIN -November 2005

Pdge

The Quest For New Collectors:
A Different View

| happened to be talking to club president Lore
Moore recently...shop talk, of course...and ti
conversation quickly swung from individual cov
ers and acquisitions t
to bring new people into the hobby.

The hobby already attempts in a number
ways to accomplish this, both on organization
and individual levels. Regional clubs run display
booths, etc. at fairs, in libraries, in banks. Gre
Lakes Matchcover Club, for example, just fin
ished up its joint presentation on matchcover ¢
with a museum in Milwaukee. SierEiablo has
tried setting up tables at paper shows and cas
coll ectibles shows. W
nouncements in local newspapers inviting tt
public to club meetings (when wead meetings).
For years, RMS ran classified ads in nation
magazines advertising itself and the hobby. Inc
vidual collectors around the country are alwa
being interviewed by newspapers and other mei:
outlets as to their collections and what the hob!
is all about, setting up their own local display:
and even giving presentations to particuli
groups...fraternal organizations and so forth.
even go over my own collections with my stu
dent s each year after
hobby presentations as part of their public spe¢
i ng cour se. So, It 0s
hobby at large are sitting on their laurels. But,
talking to Loren, | was struck with what | per
ceived as a new and different perception of ti
problem.

Loren approached the situation from the view
a businessmartHow does one attract new cus
tomers t o oAfetéesr baulsli,n ¢
does every day! That approach, in itself, | believ
is new. His perceptions and suggestions were ol
I certainly hadnoét he
the hobby for over twenty years.

First, thereds more t
always trying to get new people to become mei

bers. Thereds keeping the
uncovering new and useful information about what

we collect, developing new techniques and technol-

ogy for our collecting endeavors, and so on. But,

j ust focusing on possi bl
membership, Loren suggested that the hobby seems

to be too focused inwardly. As an example, Loren
pointed to all the awards and honors we constangyf f
shower ourselves with at club meetings, swapfests,
and conventiors certificates, plaques, trophies,
dinners...some collectors have literally run out of
room for them all[l think we probably run a close
second to the entertainment industry in that re-
gardl|We6r e al so too compet:i
and that may well be turning off some collectors,
especially novices, to the hobly.winced when |
heard that, because | 6m
myself...and he even pointed to my upcoming RMS
series on the Hobbydésidaa
ther example...but | could see his point]

a

He also pointed to the emphasis on social activi-
ties rather than cover acquisition activitfeSf her e 6 s
a can of wormsl].all the convention tours, parties,
breakfasts, luncheons, and what not. Lod&hac-
knowl edge that thereds
voiced the opinion that the current level of such ac-
tivities is cottengedatac
Citing RMS and AMCAL conventions as examples,
Loren pointed to collectors who expended consider-
able amounts of time, effort, and money to be ther®, w n
only to be confronted with large blocks of time
when there were no O6cand
on...just games, socials, and tours...or just plain
empty periods. Swapfests, in this regard, represent
more closely Lorends i dea
nature, theyore pointed i
cially UES, which Loren lavishly praisefHaving
never been to UES, myself
agree on the | atter, but
used UES as something of a model in first putting
together and then constantly trying to improve our
own SierraDiablo Spring Swapfest here in North-
ern California...and, as a collector, | certainly likee e n
what | see going on at the latter.]

a

Loren went on to suggest that we need to reashi m

out more to the public and
continued on p. 7
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New Y Auskbiehasm

In its 138h season, Ausable Chasm, as one of the earliest and oldest attractions

in the USA, has developed a history filled with adventures, disasters, and[many

famous visitors. Step back in time as you walk the nature trails through pri
Adirondack Forest. Stroll past Rainbow Falls, Elephant's Head, Column
Hyde's Cave and the eerie quiet of Mystic Gorge. Descend hundreds of feg
walk the natural stone walkways within the Chasm and gaze upon millenniu
geologic history etched in stone. Take a scenic raft, tube or kayak advent
the legendary waters of the Ausable River through a maze of breathtakin
formations sculpted across eons by the river's currents.

Ausable Chasm is as breathtaking now as it wasyd@fs ago when Samuel [
Champlain first explored the Champlain Valley. People of all ages enjo
natural splendor of this Adirondack wonder which began its formation durin
Cambrian age 500 million years ago! This is when the rushing water of
powerful Ausable River began cutting its way deeper into a.vault

A

recent new Ritmr Watlk ko

below. The new vistas along the rim are spectag
and provide ample birdiatching opportunities! View
the Great Blue Heron as it swoops below you thro
the Chasm as well as Blue Jays, Robins, and may

eval
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j rock
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can now walk the rim and peer into the vast chasm

ular

Ligh
be a

fabled

Peregrineg
Falcon.
You'll also
have a
chance to|
spot a Bald
Eagle!

This is
nature at its
best..Ausabld
Chasm, NY!

[http://
WwWw.aus
ablechasm.
com|]




