Halloween

by

Mike Prero
Hal | osw@nig@up. Another opportunity to begin an innovative collection. Some collectors already
coll ect such smal/|l categories as “Ghost s’ or “
fiHol i day” <coll ection, where, under “Hall oween?”,
| arger one...although how | arge it would get W
since in over twenty years of <collecting, I don
it"s an interesting topic that, as usual , i's

own ideas.

For thousands of years people have been celebrating different holidays and festivals at the end of
October. The Celts celebrated it as Samhain (pronounced "sow-in", with "sow" rhyming with cow). The
Irish English dictionary published by the Irish Texts Society defines the word as follows:

"Samhain, All Hallowtide, the feast of the dead in Pagan and Christian times, signalizing the close of
harvest and the initiation of the winter season, lasting till May, during which troops (esp. the Fiann) were
quartered. Faeries were imagined as particularly active at this season. From it the half year is reckoned.
also called Feile Moingfinne (Snow Goddess).(1) The Scottish Gaelis Dictionary defines it as "Hallowtide.
The Feast of All Soula. Sam + Fuin = end of summer."(2) Contrary to the information published by many
organizations, there is no archaeological or literary evidence to indicate that Samhain was a deity. The
Celtic Gods of the dead
were Gwynn ap Nudd for
the British, and Arawn for
the Welsh. The Irish did
not have a "lord of death"
as such. [The information
on Samhain is from Rowg
Moonstone's The Origin
of Halloween. (1) ReV
Patrick Dineen, "An Irish
English Diction
ary" (Dublin, 1927), p.
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937 (2) Malcolm MacLennan, "A Pronouncing and Etymological Dictionary of the Gaelic
Language" (Aberdeen, 1979), p. 279 |

The Celts believed that every year on the last day of October, the souls of the dead visited the earth.
When the Romans conquered the Celts in the first century A.D., they added parts of their festivals, Feralia
and Pomona to the tradition. Feralia was a festival to honor the dead and Pomona was a harvest festival
named after the goddess of fruit (apples) and trees.

Around the eighth century, the Christian Church made November 1 All Saints' Day to honor all of the
saints that didn't have a special day of their own. Over the years these festivals combined, the mass held
on All Saints' Day was called Allhallowmas (the mass of all Hallows - saintly people). The night before
was known as All Hallows Eve. Eventually this name became Halloween.

In the 1800s, as a lot of people emigrated to the U.S., the holidays and traditions of different cultures
merged. Halloween was not always a happy time. October 31, or the night before took on other names.
Some called it Devil's or Hell night, to others it was mischief night. In Vermont, the night before is called
cabbage night. To some people this became a time to play tricks on others. Some of these tricks were not
fun at all. Luckily, community groups and individuals took action and started to change Halloween into a
family event. Dressing up in costumes and going "trick or treating", costume parades, community parties
and Fall festivals are some of the ways that Halloween is celebrated today.

Other countries have different Fall festivals to honor the deceased.

The Festival of the Dead is one of the most important happenings in both Palermo and the rest of Sicily.
The second of November is a festival day for the children of Palermo as, according to tradition,they were
made to believe that their dead relatives would return the night before and leave them traditional sweets
and cakes on the table (Martorana fruit, which is almond paste made into the shape of different fruit).
They would also receive puppets of boiled sugar and toys. It's one way of keeping the memory of their
dead relatives and loved ones alive. [from the neomedia Web site].

In Mexico they celebrate El Dia de los Muertos or the Day of the Dead. Although celebrated in all
Catholic countries as All Saints' and All Souls' Days, surely no other peoples have embraced the festival of
The Day of the Dead to the extent that the Mexicans have. The celebration begins on the evening of
October 31, so the name Los Dias de los Muertos is also often used. This festival is considered by many to
be the most important holiday of the year in Mexico. [http://www.benjerry.com/fun_stuff/holidays/
halloween /history/index.cfm]

To be sure, there are covers in existence that could qualify for a Halloween collection. Cheryl Crill, of
Southern California, reported having 18 different Ghost covers several years ago. She also has 26 covers
with witches. There are probably a number of covers with pumpkins, as well. And, since this is a subject
that is associated with definite colors, the possibilities for attractive displays abound—all orange and black
covers, even.

I think the smaller categories, such as this possibility, are becoming even more popular with a number of

coll ectors. As many of the | arger categories ha
issued in those areas anymore (no new Jewels, Jewelites, Matchoramas, Filigrees, and the like), most
topi cal smal | categories can stil]l be found on

about collecting matchcovers. If your tastes change, you can just rearrange your collections! So try
Halloween!
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Roswell!

“Roswel | , New Mexico” l't*"s become a byword for
who distrust the government. On the night of July 2nd, in 1947, something crashed into the desert outside of
Roswell, New Mexico. Soon after, the military closed off the area. The first announcement made by the
military was that a flying saucer had crashed. Quickly after this first announcement the story was changed -
what was thought to have been a flying saucer was in reality a weather balloon.

The episode was mostly forgotten until 1970 when Jesse Marcel, the major involved with the recovery of
the crash, announced that the military's claim that the object was a weather balloon was a lie. Since the
announcement, Marcel and dozens of others have maintained that the crashed vehicle was not a weather
balloon, that actual alien bodies were recovered, and that they were all threatened into silence. What really
happened almost 50 years ago in Roswell?

e 1947 - July 2 - a rancher named Mac Brazel hears a loud crash during the night near Corona, New
Mexico

e 1947 - July 3 - Mac Brazel discovers crash debris
e 1947 - July 6 - Max Brazel shows Roswell sheriff pieces of debris
e 1947 - July 7 - Military, including Major Jesse Marcel visit crash site and retrieve some of the debris

e 1947 - July 8 - Brazel taken into custody for questioning. A second crash site is supposed to be
found with alien bodies

1947 - July 9 - military announce the crashed vehicle was a weather balloon

o LHOM
O HOLVYN OINO AaML

i
- ~- W[ e 1970 - Jesse Marcel came public stating that the weather balloon
y3noy ‘8| announcement had been a cover-up
3y} uj uayay9
X[ 1995 - Roswell alien's "Alien Autopsy" film is published
SORND |
4 I The two sides eventually squared off: UFO buffs trust witnesses and others with
SUONDIT R fantastic stories based on 30-year-old memories. That the government made errors
NEEL: ‘ and was inconsistent is taken as sufficient evidence that there is a massive
= ‘Bll| conspiracy by the government and mass media. They are trying to conceal the truth

from the general public that the aliens have landed. Some even believe that the U.S.

HOME OF COOD government has signed a treaty with the aliens.

EATS & DRINKS
‘ E Skeptics agree that something crashed near Roswell in 1947, but not an alien
x MONK'’S [craft. Skeptical explanations have varied from weather balloons to secret aircraft to
" BRIGHT |espionage devices. Current conventional wisdom among skeptics is that what was
" SPOT found on the Brazel ranch was part of Project Mogul, a top secret project testing
! -~ - giant, high-flying balloons to detect Soviet nuclear explosions.

“mmmwwmx So, those are thesbasyecse " $rgmeshlere

| cLOSE COVER BEFORE STRIKING
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Why Clubs Fail

[Reprinted from Rms Bulletin, November/December 1994]

“ Looking at a list of past clubs would certainly start one wondering exactly why clubs fold. Actually, a
few didn"t really disappear; they merged to
the same geographic area. Pennsyl vani a“s Key
to form the Keystone-Lehigh Matchcover Club. Mergers, though, are the rare exception.

The list of clubs that have, in fact, failed is quite formidable. What happened? Attrition? After all, the
hobby does tend to appeal to the older citizenry; collectors sometimes lose interest and drop out, at least
temporarily; and people move in and out of
primary causes.

At | east one club failed because an officet
proved to be one of the primary causes either.

It turns out that one of the two culprits causing club failures (although not the biggest one) is
Ai n f i gdhatclasnod personalities or clicks within the club, itself. As likable and lovable as we all are,
we all have our own preferences, opinions, and agendas, and sometimes these get in the way of our primary
hobby goals ( a nd Whave todobokrfad to see current exampleg)yway, what should, at the most,
be minor annoyances, can become problems that rip a club apart. The central figures in such situations
(often the club officers) stop cooperating and associating with one another, and pretty soon other members
stop attending meetings because they don"t
collecting goals are no longer being met. The result: a defunct club.

But the most common cause is simply...a lack of people willing to do the work order to keep a club
running, some of the members have to be willing to do the organizing, record-keeping, bulletin-writing,
auction-running, etc. When a club loses its vital people, and no one else steps forward to take their places,
the club simply can;t continue to exist. Tha
i f past or present of ficers aren®t going t
needed. .. and they"d better be there! [ The sa
club for decades (Las Vegas and St . Edots of braves, f
but not enough chiefs!]
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OK, so0o some clubs over the Yy eBhtreare divays dubsdingat i v e ¢

any one time, so what difference does it make to the organized hobby. Is there some detrimental effect?
Absol utel y! When a club goes belly up, t he h
feel i's the |l oss of new collectors. How many
-be collectors were, butt hey “r e t her e, and we“ve | ost t hem.

We wtonlfFose the active members of t hat now
|l oyalties to anotinehe ch o hbilthg ldchl petyle whe coléedt inferrmatlyywho
sort of have a yen for matchcovers but don*"t

obb
ca

def

k n

are almost literally drawn out of the woodwork by the local club—by t he cl ub®s di spl

county libraries, and banks—by flyers posted on bulletin boards all over town—by regularly scheduled
meetings. Only now, in that particular area, there is no local club anymore, and all of those would-be
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collectors who would have been recruited by the
club are left in a state of limbo. Some will
eventually find their way into the hobby anyway,
but without the impetus of a local club to guide
them, and welcome them, and support them, most
are lost.

And it gets worse! The loss to the hobby of
these new collectors has a rippling effect. All the
covers that they would have traded to others are
lost; all of the conventions and swapfests they
would have attended will lack them now; all of
their knowledge and experiences which would
have been shared with the rest of us...lost! And so
on.

T h & why the passing of a club is something of
a tragedy (a moment of silence, pleas®ot only
have the efforts of a number of local people gone
for naught, but the hobby loses, RMS loses, and
the individual coll

<S55

Ed. Note:Well, I wrote that eleven years ago, and
it"s certainly still
problem is compounded. Clubs are more worried
about just finding members than finding officers.
So, where are those officers going to come from?
Who"s going to
to step down?

paperwork headaches
Secretary/
take over doing the bulletin? [ |

Who " s

associated with being
Treasurer?

vy s

because of the various club officer positions, ti

Editords j ob i s t he

requires the presence and availability of variou

pieces of t echnodomsgming
job, as well].
Il *"m not a seer, but i

at the present, or even get worse, I can see at least
one solution to the *
coming from?”
at least a few clubs...non-collectors as officers/
members.

Since | mo st

m fDéabtol |

ect

-bné-so Wante ¢
g (

probl em.

allow me to use our own ¢cC
been very lucky to have Peggy Leslie as our
Treasurer for many years. She volunteered (!) and
did a fantastic job,

She got into in through her relative, Warren
Marshall, who was a founding member of the club
and a super collector. Peggy recently stepped down
from her position, and Jack Benbrook kindly
consented to take over th

but

Another example: Loren Moore, President of
Sierra-Diablo, is an ardent collector, of course, but
his entire family regularly helps out the club in a
number of ways. Scott, his son, is something of a

computer genius, and Scot
design and web work for
wife and sons help with the annual Swapfest
auction.
“ Andso-andso" s wi fe not real
she“s nice enough to blo®
or she"s volunteered t o
bulletins for us” , et c. I
may already know of such a volunteer at another
club.

1y t
So, a & wchnblegicatlyeotiefited son or
daughter might be willing to step in, if needed, and
produce a club®s bulletin

not a collector, might still wish to be involved

simply because his or her partner is..maybe the n t h
kids would like to come along and help Mom or

Dad, Grandpa or Grandma...] OK, t hendtgst c
very i kel vy, I admit. .. M
already grown, and the grandkids are probably not

in the local vicinity anymore...but...maybe?] tely

Perhaps another possible solution/trend is simply
merging some positions together so that less
officers are needed by the club. The most common
such merging already seen is Secretary+Treasurer t h e y
into Secretary/Treasurer. Does the club really need
a Vice-President? Sierra-Di abl o doeshi' ¢t e
have any meetings that a Vice-President would e n i
need to preside over in the absence of the President.

Whatever the solution, we d 0 nwatt to see a
club fold. We all lose in that event.
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Adventureland

Wh ast “speci al about this great|[ @ma s e oe mtasdpogte ¢ 0 @ ¢
fun and excitement with lowa...sorry, Mike].

Located on the northeast corner of the Des Moines metro area you'll find one of the nicest family resorts
in the Midwest. Adventureland provides fun and entertainment to hundreds of thousands of visitors each
year. Adventureland Park, Adventureland Inn, and Adventureland Campground all go to make up the
resort complex where there's plenty to do for all ages for a day, a weekend or a week. This spring,
Adventureland began its 31st season. Over the years the park has grown dramatically from the original
Main Street area that opened in 1974 with just a few rides. At that time Adventureland hotel and
campgrounds had already opened, and the opening of the park made Adventureland a complete
entertainment compl ex. Little did any one know
largest family resort. Year by year, the park has continued to grow, and now encompasses well over 100
rides, shows, and attractions.

Since the very beginning, Adventureland has received considerable notoriety, and has also had its share
of firsts along the way. In 1978 a Tornado blew into town, the Tornado roller coaster that is. Designed by
the legendary roller coaster architect Bill Cobb, the Tornado soon attained the #1
position on the American Coaster Enthusiasts Top 10 List, and remained on the
list for several years following its introduction. In 1983 Adventureland was

oot among the first parks in the nation to build a river rapids raft ride called the
— Raging River. In 1993 a twelve-acre, five million dollar expansion to the park
VL2508 included the addition of the Outlaw Gulch theme area and the Outlaw roller
I1%) svousassay a4 Jpog 205 | coaster. Over the last 10 years Adventureland has added
‘1&9'-;%3”1'%'%533 10 new rides, and dozens of amenities that make the
S9 AMH LV 08 park even more enjoyable for visitors. 2002 marked
Adventureland®s most a
million dollar project nearly doubled the size of the
hotel, added a second courtyard, new pools with
interactive water features and new pool-side rooms and
suites. It also added a new first of its kin water ride in
the park, a spinning white water adventure, called Saw
Mill Splash. In 2004, a ride called the "Sidewinder" was
added to Adventureland. The "Sidewinder" is a giant
pendulum that pivots back and forth 240 degrees,
swinging riders over 6 stories into the sky on a rotating
platform that revolves 360 degrees.

<

MARYLAND MATCH CORP., CHICAGO, fLL.

As indicated above, Adventureland is actually an
entire resort compl ex
whole family. [http://www.adventurelandisa.com/]
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Change of Address

367. Joel Acus, 6449 Wilderness
Trail, West Chester, Ohio 45069
-1307

Reinstated
860. Tom Meek, 11188
Portobelo Dr., San Diego, CA
92124

Collects: General

822. Blane Walker, 320 E. 42nd
St., New York, NY 10017-5965

Collects: Airlines, Hotels and

Restaurants

Ads
WANTED: , Recommen
Duncan Hi nes”™

plenty to trade or can trade in
most other categories. Please
contact me. The Ed.

MANUMARK DATING
GUIDE: Just updated with 384
new changes/additions. Now,
you can date your covers.
$10+$1.98 postage. Mike Prero,
12659 Eckard Way, Auburn, CA
95603

Coming Up

LONG BEACH SWAPFEST:
Oct. 21-22, Super 8 Motel, Costa
Mesa, CA. Cigar box trading,
Connecticut auctions,
Cheeseman Bingo, Red Hat
Lunch, Put & Take, Ice Cream
Social, costumes,+more+early
bird train trip to San Diego. FMI:
Ellen Gutting, 824 Peachy
Canyon Cir., #101, Las Vegas,

NV  89144-0907 (702-243-
9340)

KEYSTONE/LEHIGH
VALLEY SWAPFEST: Oct
27030, 2005, at the Holiday Inn,
Morgantown, PA (1-800-339-

0264). Halloween Costume
Party, Trivia Contest, Bingo,
Freebie Tables, Displays,
Dealers, Auctions, Room
hopping, Banquet+. FMI: Jane
Ruffner, 105 Gibraltar Rd.,
Reading, PA 19606-3321

(jaru2222@aol.com) (610-779-
3161)

SIERRA-DIABLO
SWAPFEST: April 7-9, 2006.
Heritage Inn, 201 Harding
Blvd., Roseville, CA (800-228-

$55. More

én%owpgr?&)],g tradlng shop' tgll% !

auct (0}

most comprehenswe, most
famous, most anticipated
swapfest in all of Northern
Californial!
only one in Northern
Cal
FMI: contact club President
Loren Moore, loren@
bgsplanco.com.

TRANS CANADA SWAP-
FEST - April 20-22, 2006. To
be held at the Ramada Inn,
Lundy" s Lane,
Ontario. Room rates are Coral
Inn $70 and $80; Ramada Suites
$90 and $100. Activities
planned - two auctions, Wine &
Cheese Party, Games and
Contests, Displays, Freebie
Tables, Banquet. For further
information write Carol Ziegler,
President, 4019 Weimar Line,
RR#3, Wellesley, Ontario, NOB

[ W

i fornia...b

2T0 or Bob Reed,
Isutiger9@rogers.com

VP,

RMS CONVENTION 2006:
August 20-26, Holiday Inn,
Sandusky, OH (419-626-6671)
Room rate: $89+tax. Tours,
socials, auctions, heaping
Freebie tables, great games
displays, awards banquet. FMI:
Convention Central on the RMS
web site.

Jack Benbrook
Signs On As Sierra-
Diablo Treasurer

Long-time member Jack
Benbrook has generously
consented to take outgoing
Treasurer
for Sierra-Diablo. Jack is
situated in Arizona, so from now
on please send all checks,
renewals, etc. to:

Jack Benbrook
11600 Turquoise Circ.,
Dewey, AZ 86327
fi8cus@cableone.net

...And our sincere thanks to
Peggy Leslie for all the many
years of working for Sierra-
Di abl o"

RMS 2006

Ne xt year
will be in Sandusky, OH. Room
rate i s
convention, Bob Hofacker
suggested that if the host club
held it after Labor Day, the room
costs would go down by $20 a
night.

Peggy L

t he

gr e :

S member s hi

s RMS

$89+t ax,
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Happy Birthday!

Shellum, Dug
Benyon, Keith
Stroka, John
Hagerman, Dick
Pater, Clem
Avitt, Mike
Benes, James
Smith, Reggie
Briggs, Donald
Bitter, Dan
Hubbard, Bill
Shine, Goldie
Christopher, Bob
Reynen, Michael
Beach, Ron
Skordas, Pete
Crill, Chester
Langpap, Scott
Gutting, Ellen
Paul, Jack

And, as of the August
convention, no one had made a
bid to host the 2007 convention,
so RMS is scouting out some
likely spots, including Las
Vegas. Hmmmmmm, that ha
possibilities!

Ad

[late arrival]

WANTED: [ am looking for
any cover/box that promotes
BLOOD DONATING. I am a
long time donor and only have 9.
I have seen 25 others, though. I
would guess this is a very small
category. I would be willing to
trade in any category I can. Bill
Scott, Site 10, Box 1, RR 3,
Sudbury, Ont. P3E 4N1 CAN
billieboy62@hotmail.com

State Flags Set

Have you seen the fairly new
State Flags set from D.D. Bean?
It consists of 50 pretty slick 20-
strikes, nice quality, very
attractive set. Joe DeGennaro
sent me some as samples.
Anyone have du
get the entire set...The Ed.

E-Mail Addresses

I f you haven-®
e-mai | befor e,
changed e-mail addresses in the
last few months, I need your e-
mail address to do the
background research on the
articles you see in the bulletins.
I have to be able to contact

October® Smile

SEBLT S0men a0 saey

¥AS gzr 9nd
OI“AP!!OWMQ
'O gdesor-g ‘mog 0s9

WNVS ZaHD
ANJHAVL

iLA'TVS

SLP6-LL¥

people...and e-mail addresses get
changed like underwear! Please
keep me posted.

Al so, don"t forg
RMS web site has
On-Line” | isting th

put on. Just contact me with your
pnaemgs, o YOuf ustafe, Ianld KYRUT ¢

wan
The Ed
to
Nov:AU. S. S. Sanll Fr a
JanirnEart hquakel & F
Feb:AiU. S. S. Saclf ame
SIERRA-DI ABLO. . we o0
the hottest club in the
hobby!
[ il

The SierraDiablo Bulletin is a
monthly publication of the Sierra
Diablo Matchcover Club. Deadline
for all submissions is the 10th of
each month. Any information
herein may be reproduced with
appropriate credit line. Dues of
$10 (ndividual), $15 (family), $15
(Canada/Mexico) or $20 qutside
N. America) are payable to the
Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club, c/
0 Jack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rossen
St., Prescott, AZ 86301.

Visit theSierraDiablo Web Site at:
http://www.matchcover.org/sierra

You can reach the Ed. on line at
RMSED@matchpro.org for help
with  Bulletin/hobby questions,
concerns or problems.

/

\_




