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by 

Dan Bitter 

 

   Several versions of the beginning of the Camel night life covers are floating around and this is the one I 

have heard about the mosté 

 

   An advertising company called KBA was hired to promote the use of Camel CigaretteséThis company 

would go around to clubs, offer them all kinds of incentives to sell only camel cigarettesénapkins, 

business cards, flyers, etc. and advertising in a local entertainment paper of that club, what the club offers 

and, of course, the matches with the establishmentôs business logo. I understand that some of the 

businesses had a minimum of three cases and others moreénot sure why the difference. I believe that 

some of the clubs had to purchase some cases where others were given the cases free. I have also heard 

that the clubs had to purchase so many camel cigarettes over a period of time and could not sell anything 

but camels. Whenever a camel party was planned, the company moved in with all kinds of giveaways, and 

anyone caught smoking another brand of cigarette were immediately offered a full pack of Camels in 

place of the ones they were smoking. 

 

   Some of the matches coming out did not have the Camel logo, which I understand was up to the 

business; Iôve also heard that it was absent because of a state law, but most of them had a camel logo. 

 

   Many of the collectors who sent in the covers told me of some of the places these covers came from, not 

a place you would like to take your date or anyone else, and some of these places were stuck in alleys, 

basements, underground, and even grocery storeséWould you take your date to the DEAD GOAT 

SALOON, or RED EYED FLY, or maybe the VILLAGE IDIOT PUB?   

 

   Even though the first camel covers came out in 1995, with the help of Fred Boyle, Bob Cigrang, Morris 

Pasternak and many many others, the first listing came out in October 1997 with 237 listed and was  

updated on a monthly basis until September 2002. By then, the covers were no longer being made. But, 

covers were still found that hadnôt been listed, so the last update now was May 2005. This last listing has a 

total of 4,158 covers with logos and 239 without logos. 

 

   Every cover hadéDO NOT DISTRIBUTE THESE MATCHES OR TOBACCO PRODUCTS TO               
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MINORS, even the ones with no camel logo. A guide had to be developed because of  the use of 10 

different manumarks and footers; some of them were Rona Productions, Brownôs Best and Atlas Match.   

Atlas Match was the company which actually made the covers.  Each coverôs logo was dated, some of the 

logos carried for several years, so a Camel logo guide also had to be developed. Ten different logos were 

used through this period. This was the only and quickest way to identify a coveréfrom a  listing.  Many 

of the businesses came out with new covers. It seemed like every year, for instance, Lotus Cardroom & 

Café, Portland, OR, has five different covers listed; most of the changes were to the logo or manumark. 

 

    CML, The Camel Quarterly magazine was published during 2000 and 2001 with exclusives, articles on 

adventure, food, travel, and of course...exotic tobacco blends, along with the best accessories available to 

CML members only, such as a Hansa cigarette case, $19, Ceramic coffee cups (set of six), $36 and, of 

course, a Erhard and Sohne "Brasilia' set, $100...(this is a classic black and chrome ashtray, lighter, 

canister and tray)...not an everyday buying catalog. They also advertised tobacco products like Izmir 

Stinger, a Turkish and domestic blend, sweet and tart...Only a few issue of this publication were printed 

and then  Camel started in 2001 a by-monthly publication called...CML, The City Edition. This magazine 

also reported about The Pleasure Parties held in different locations throughout the country with articles 

that brought everyone up-to-date on The Pleasure Parties that were held in different cities, spot lighting the 

clubs and entertainment available. Some of these additions had extraordinary offers that were unique to 

the camel experience, with articles on Exotic Blends, Extravagant Getaways, Exclusive New Merchandise 

and of course Special savings on you favorite style of Camel. This publication was only available for a 

few short months, very interesting and colorful.  

 

   Iôm sure I wasn't alone with disappointment when Camel's covers came to an end. This group of covers 

were the most interesting and colorful covers I have ever collected, but I guess everything comes to an 

end. 
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   Last of the Old Lakers 

 

   Hauling passengers and cargo across the Great lakes for more than a century, few of the classic 

steamships are left, and the days of those few are numbered. Time is running out for these last survivors of 

a bygone era. The J. B. Ford, for example, launched in 1904 at the American Ship Building Companyôs 

yards in Lorain, OH, still sits atop the waters of Lake Michigan, used for concrete storage today, but most 

of her aged companions have long since disappeared altogether. 

 

   Passenger service on classic steamships is virtually nonexistent in the United States today. Whatôs left is 

only a few sporadically operated Lake Michigan car ferries, the historic sternwheeler Delta Queen, and a 

few excursion boats located here and there over the country. Steam cargo ships are also almost a thing of 

the past. The only place in North America where a fleet of old-fashioned cargo steamships can still be found 

in regular commercial service is the Great Lakes area. 

 

   Called simply ñlakers,ò these ancient giants still lumber across the waves carrying ore, coal, cement, 

limestone, salt, grain, potash, and timber. Designed for maximum space, the laker prototype was built by 

Capt. Eli Peck of Cleveland, and was launched in 1869. The hull of Peckôs R. J. Hackett was over 200 feet 

long; it was driven by a single propeller instead of the usual paddle wheel; and it was built to withstand the 

huge winter storms common on the Great Lakes. 

 

   The basic laker design, with a conveyor-belt system added in 1908, remained basically unchanged for 

almost 100 years. Eventually, the Great Lakes carriers numbered in the hundreds, getting longer all the 

while. In 1906, the new J. Pierpont Morgan measured 600 feet. In 1969, the first 1000-footers appeared. 

These size increases corresponded to the enlargements made to the canal locks. 

 

   Today, most of the hauling is carried on by behemoth 

carriers built in the 1970s and 1980s and powered by 

huge diesel engines. Only about 50 steamers remained on 

the Great Lakes as of 1992, most with turbine engines. 

Less than a dozen use reciprocating engines, and only 

half of those were currently being used. 

 

   One of the least-changed survivors is the S. T. Crapo 

[thatôs ñKray-po,ò in case you were wondering!]. Since 

she first hit the waters, 67 years ago, she has continued to 

burn coal; steam is still generated in her original boilers; 

and she still endeavors to do the same work for which she 

was built over half a century ago...hauling cement. Sheôs 

the only working coal-burning freighter left. 

 

   So the next time you find yourself paging through your 

SHIP LINES collection, you might pause when you get 
to the old Great lakes steamers and give some thought to 

the history and service those great old ships have behind  

them. 

 

[Reprinted from RMS Bulletin, May/June 1995] 
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Techno-Hobby 

 

   In 1985, writing for The Editorial, a newsletter for club editors, I analyzed the production methods, 

makeup, mailing, etc. of the hobbyôs bulletins, based on a survey of club editors I had taken not long before. 

One of the items looked at was how each editor actually produced his or her club bulletin. 

 

   While 74% of the editors were using typewriters, 24% were using computers. Home computing had 

already taken over almost a quarter of the hobby bulletin ñmarket.ò Computers were just beginning to  

become household items, but the writing was already on the wall. Desktop publishing was the future.. 

 

   In 1987, I  did a follow-up survey, and in less than two years computer use for bulletin production had 

become the most common method employed, with almost half of the hobbyôs bulletins being so produced. 

More and more, editors were leaving behind the typewriter in favor of the new technology which offered a 

wealth of new options and advantages: word processing, a wide variety of font styles and sizes, unlimited 

clip art, and on and on. 

 

   At the same time, computer-use had begun making an impact on the hobby in other ways, as well. 

Collectors could now compile lists, keep track of their trades and correspondence, inventory their 

collections, and so forth...all at the touch of a button. Information began flooding into the hobby. And, all 

this information could easily be stored on storage disks that you could easily hold in the palm of your hand. 

 

   Itôs been almost twenty years since that last survey, and the computer ñtrendò has become the reality, 

now. All of the hobbyôs bulletins are now the products of computers, and the incredible pace of 

technological progress has been awe-inspiring, to put it mildly. Not only have computers become 

reasonably priced items for most households, but they continue their ever-onward evolution...always faster, 

always more powerful, always astounding. Storage space for information is now measured in gigabytes, and 

hard drives have become so big that storage disks are almost unnecessary. All of the information can be 

stored right on your computer [but always make a backup!]. The advent of portable hard drives has made 

backup disks obsolete in many ways. E-mail can instantaneously transfer that information to another 

collector on the other side of the country, or on the other side of the world. The introduction of ink jet and 

laser printers has resulted in letter-quality bulletins. The appearance of scanners has eliminated the 

necessity of the old ñcut and pasteò procedures that all but the youngest of editors have used. Now, the 

production of bulletins and newsletters is an all-in-one procedure. 

 

   And the current impact of technology is even more startling in the hobby. With on-line and internet 

access, membership information, collecting data, hobby help, etc. is available at your convenience. Changes 

of addresses, auction bids, letters to the Ed., articles submitted to bulletins, and much, much more...all 

transmitted to their proper destinations in the wink of an eye! Someday, your entire Bulletin will be coming 

to you through your computer...in living color no less! It staggers the imagination. Plus, more and more 

clubs are slowly putting up their own web sites, and, of course, Sierra-Diablo is right on the cutting edge of 

that, with both its roster and its bulletin posted its site. 

 
   And yet, oddly enough, as that wondrous piece of technology whirs, beeps, and hums in the background, 

bringing the very world into our hobby rooms, you and I will still be sitting there, lovingly shucking 

matchbooks and sorting out stacks of covers, just as collectors have been doing for the last 70+ years. What 

a great hobby this is! 
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The Story of the Waldorf -Astoria  

by Neal Hospers [reprinted] 

 

   William Waldorf Astor launched the original Waldorf Astoria (Fifth Avenue at 34th Street) in March, 

1893. The original Waldorf merged with the adjacent Astoria soon after completion. It closed in 1929 and 

was torn down and replaced by the Empire State Building. The new Waldorf-Astoria (Park Avenue at  

50th Street) opened in 1931. It was New York Cityôs first skyscraper hotel and the largest hotel in the 

world when it opened (1,410 rooms, including 200 suites). Every president since Herbert Hoover has 

stayed there. Hoover and Eisenhower had long-term suites there. Other celebrities with long-term stays 

included Frank Sinatra, Cole Porter, General Douglas MacArthur, and the Duke and Duchess of Windsor. 

The staff had to be very careful with at least two sets of their guests to be sure that their paths didnôt cross: 

Dwight Eisenhower and General MacArthur, and, later, the General and President Truman. 

 

   Cole Porter immortalized the hostelry in song. Remember ñYouôre the topò? ñYouôre a Waldorf Salad. 

Youôre the top. Youôre a Berlin Ballad...ò etc. And then there was Oscar and the Waldorf, the noted Maitre 

dô who started at the original Waldorf on grand opening night and worked over 50 years for the famous 

hotel until he died in 1950. The great hotelôs many famous venues include Peacock Alley, the Starlight 

Roof, the Sert Room, and the famous Empire Room. Guy Lombardo and his Royal Canadians brought in 

the New Year celebrations at the hotel. One hotel employee is ñkeeper of the flagsò because so many 

foreign VIPs stay at the hotel, and each is properly saluted by his countryôs flag flying at the entrance 

when he arrives. 

 

   Some of the more distinctive of the many matchcovers produced by the Waldorf-Astoria over the years 

(over 35 in my collection alone) include: a Diamond Safety First and three Diamond Qualities. 
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  Lake Havasu Cityôs London Bridge 
 

   There has been a bridge across the River Thames in London for nearly 2,000 years. The first "London 

Bridge" was built by the Romans in 43 A.D. The next record of a bridge was 984 when a report was 

recorded of a witch taken to the London Bridge and drowned while her son escaped. This bridge was built 

out of wood. In 1176, the first stone bridge was built under the direction of Peter Colechurch. It was 

common in those days for men of the cloth to design buildings as they were taught the art of building arch 

structures out of stone in the Monastic Orders.  

 

   Completed in 1209, this new London Bridge took 33 years to build and lasted more than 600 years. It 

had a road 20 feet wide and 300 yards long. It was supported by 20 arches which curved to a Gothic-style 

point. There was a wooden drawbridge on the bridge to let ships in and keep invaders out. People and 

merchants began building houses and shops on the well-built stone bridge. It was soon completely covered 

with buildings. In 1212, a disaster occurred when a crowd of people were trapped on the London Bridge 

between two fires. Many were burned to death. Fire again struck the Bridge in 1623. Soon the merchants 

began moving, as the bridge was getting dilapidated. By 1657, all the houses were pulled down. The 

bridge was widened and partly rebuilt with a wide center arch. In 1831, another New London Bridge was 

opened. In 1821, it was decided to build a new bridge. The bridge was built 100 feet west of the old 

bridge. The River Thames narrows to 900 feet at this point. William IV and Queen Adelaide opened the 

New London Bridge and the old one was demolished.  

 

   In 1962, it was discovered that the London Bridge was "falling down," sinking into the Thames because 

it was not adequate for the increase in traffic. The City of London decided to put the 130-year old bridge 

up for auction, and construct a new one in its place. Robert P. McCulloch, founder of Lake Havasu City, 

AZ, submitted the winning bid for $2,460,000 in 1968. McCulloch spent another $7 million to move the 

London Bridge to Lake Havasu City which took a total of three years. The bridge was shipped by boat 

10,000 miles to Long Beach, California. From there, it was trucked to Lake Havasu City where it was 

stored in seven-acre fenced storage compound. On September 23, 1968, the Lord Mayor of London, Sir 

Gilbert Inglefield, laid the corner stone. Robert Beresfornd, a civil engineer from Nottingham, England 

was in charge of the reconstruction of 

the London Bridge in Lake Havasu 

City. Reconstructing the London 

Bridge in Lake Havasu City was done 

in the same manner as the Egyptians 

built pyramids. The reconstructed 
London Bridge was dedicated in Lake 

Havasu City on October 10, 1971.   

                                

[ht tp: / /www.golakehavasu.com/

londonbridge.html] 

An American Tour: 

9 



 No. 266                                             SIERRA-DIABLO BULLETIN -October 2006                                    Page 7    

Zoraida Aponte,  Res. Manager, 

1-407-862-455,  Ext. 194. 

Rooms: $79/$99. Auction, she 

box trading, pool side picnic, 

tour, banquet, and more! Check 

out www.home.earthlink.net/

~gayliano13/ 

 

SIERRA-DIABLO SPRING 

SWAPFEST: March 30-April 

1, 2007, Roseville, CA. 

Featuring heavy duty one-on-

one trading. Always fun...and 

profitable! Big auction on 

Sunday. FMI: Loren Moore, 

POB 1181, Roseville, CA 

9 5 6 7 8  ( 8 7 7- 7 5 2- 6 2 4 7 ) 

(loren@bgsplacnco.com) 

 

Readers Write 

 

Jack Molinaro, NY: This club 

New Members 
 

[Itôs getting really lonely over 

here!] 

_______________ 

Change of Address 

 

595. Randy Waite, 3664 Kent 

Rd., d34, Stow, OH 44224 

 

 Ads 

 

LISTINGS OF ALL THE 

OLDIES: See my web site for 

prices and categories. Mike 

Prero, http://matchpro.org 

 

NAVY SHIP LISTINGS: Just 

updated. 70 unlisted covers 

added. Available as Works files 

by e-mail only. Pre-War ($10), 

Post-War ($15). Mike Prero 

rmsed@matchpro.org 

 

Coming Up 

 

K E Y S T O N E - L E H I G H 

WEEKEND: October 26-28, 

Holiday Inn, 230 Cherry St., US 

Rt 10, Morgantown, PA 19543 

(Exit 22) (610-286-3000). 

Reservations NLT Sep. 30th 

directly w/hotel. Ask for L-LV 

rate. Friday night Halloween 

Party w/costumes and prizes. 

Two auctions-20 lots per 

member. Send 2 lists with SASE 

to D. Longenecker, 1007 Old 

Philly Pike, Kempton, PA 19529

- 9 3 2 1  ( 6 1 0- 7 5 6- 4 2 0 4 ) 

bordlong@fast.net. Raffle+some 

$50 prizes! 

 

SOUTHERN SWAPFEST: 

March 6-10, 2007. Holiday Inn, 

Orlando area, FL. Contact 

always has quality covers on our 

auction; I love being a member 

of this club! Thanks to all for 

their hard work! 

 

Joe McFarland, UT: I read 

Mike Haywoodôs article on the 

Washington Redskins covers in 

the last issue. Enclosing this one 

[below]. Not sure if heôs aware 

of its existence. 

 

Grant Gehringer, VA: Another 

good issue. One minor typo-

Empire State bldg-1,250 fee is ¼ 

mile, not ½ mile. I remember 

visiting the observatory level as 

part of a Manhattan tour while at 

the 1995 RMS convention. My 

mother worked in the building 

for a few years in the 1940ôs. 
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Replace with advertising text 

Company Name 

COMING 

UP 
 

 

Nov: ñSan Francisco Trolley 

            Carsò 

 

Jan: ñPerkins Americanaò 

 

 

SIERRA-DIABLO...weôre 

the hottest club in the 

hobby! 

AMCAL 2007  

 

   Info on AMCAL 2007 is com-

ing out...May 20-26, Piccadilly 

Inn Airport, Fresno, CA. Theme 

will be Halloween. Special room 

rate: $79 (559-251-6000). Free-

bie tables, auctions, banquet, 

games, club meetings, business 

meeting, great food, and more! 

 Happy Birthday!
 

Shellum, Doug....................10-2 

Stroka, John........................10-3 

Hagerman, Dick..................10-5 

Avitt, Mike..........................10-6 

Briggs, Donald....................10-8 

Bitter, Dan...........................10-9 

Hubbard, Bill....................10-10 

Shine, Goldie....................10-10 

Reynen, Michael...............10-14 

Beach, Ron.......................10-17 

Skordas, Pete....................10-17 

Crill, Chester....................10-18 

Gutting, Ellen...................10-24 

Paul, Jack..........................10-26 

The Sierra-Diablo Bulletin is a 

monthly publication of the Sierra-

Diablo Matchcover Club. Deadline 

for all submissions is the 10th of 

each month. Any information 

herein may be reproduced with 

appropriate credit line. Dues of 

$10 (individual), $15 (family), $15 

(Canada/Mexico) or $20 (outside 

N. America) are payable to the 

Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club, c/

o Jack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rosser 

St., Prescott, AZ 86301. 

 
Visit theSierra-Diablo Web Site at: 

http://www.matchcover.org/sierra 

 
   You can reach the Ed. on line at 

RMSED@matchpro.org for help 

with Bulletin/hobby questions, 

concerns or problems.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October�¶s Smile 
 

Judi Wittwer, AZ: This is the 

outside & inside of a cover that I 

thought might make someone 

smile. [Ed. I think I have the 

wrong cover (!)] 


