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Perkins Americana

by
Mike Prero

MAmericana, 0 AiAmericana Indian, 0 or APerkins Al
by some collectors and actively sought by others. In a number of cases, they may represent the only cove
known to have been issued from certain county seats. Interest in this very large series seems to ebb at
flow at various times within the hobby, but for those who seek the challenge of putting together a

compl eted coll ection atoftooffiep.met hi ng. . .t hi s series
fMAmericanao is actwually a name copyrighted by
collector of more than a little merit. His unique covers, come of which are pictured here, are of several
di fferent desi gns, but each <carri e Ameridare on tliei st i

saddle. There is normally an advertising message on the front panel and an historical sketch of the
community or state on the back panel.

Al t hough Per ki ns thgestcsetiinbalk matchcbver mistays and grobablyi the most
interesting, o0 the over 1,100 covers actwually re
a period of several years. They were first issued in 1957 to celebrate the 350th anniversary of the
founding of Jamestown, VA, and were made by the Maryland Match Co. By the end of 1960, the bulk of
the covers had been producbkdt occasional sets were added to the series in thes.1970

Initially started to procure covers from tiny county seats in Virginia, the idea spread and later included
many other small towns. Perkins formed the Americana Club. Its members bought the surplus covers solc
to advertisers in small towns at a discount. Basically, the covers were usually issuedver Sets
(yellow, pink, white, orange, and green), with 222h sets eventually being produced (alsftikes).

There are also some oddities and variations in the series, making the collecting even more tantalizing
There are 14 singles, honoring past RMS presidents; there is at least oftel golkr (#58); there is a 4
or 5-cover Girlie set, issued for the 1968 RMS Convention; set #74 carries no number; there is a single
advertising the series, put out by Regal Match Co.; there is also an entire set advertising the series an
bearing no number; and there are a number of errors and variations. Sets and singles are numbere
consecutively.
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The Original Edgar Perkins Americana Listing

1957

1 King & Queen* Va.

2 Eastville* Va.

3 Charles City Va.

4 Courtland* Va.

5 Montross* Va.

6 Madison* Va.

7 Amelia* Va.

8 Saluda* Va.

9 Warsaw* Va.
10 Mineral* Va.
11 Lancaster* Va.
12 Louisa* Va.
13 Lunenburg* Va.
14 New Kent* Va.
15 Goochland* Va.
16 King George* Va.
17 Prince George* Va.
18 Boydton* Va.
19 Hanover* Va.
20 Chesterfield* Va.
21 Charlotte* Va.
22 Rustburg* Va.
23 Sussex* Va.
24 Nottoway* Va.
25King William* Va.
26 Washington* Va.
27 Stanardsville* Va.
28 Lovingston* Va.
29 Yorktown* Va.
30Powhatan* Va.
31 Wicomico* Va.
32 Princess Anne* Va.
33 Surry, Va.
34 Dinwiddie* Va.
35Heathsville* Va.
36 Mathews* Va.
37 Spotsylvania* Va.
38Bland* Va.
39Independence* Va.
40 Wilkes-Barre* Pa.
41 Bowling Grren* Va.
42 Harrisonburg* Va.
43 Tappaahannock* Va.
44 Chatham* Va.
45 New Castle* Va.
46 Hillsville* Va.
47 Chincoteague* Va.
48 Princess Anne* Ma.
49Kill Devil Hills, N.C.
50 Manteo* Va.
51 Lebanon* Va.

1958

52 Alexandris IC Va.

53 Pointe Ala Hache* 104 Danielsv* Ga.

La.

54 Asbury Park, N.J.

55 Swan Quarter* NC

56 Buxton N.C.

57 Cape Hatteras NC

58 San Francisco* Cal.

59P.0. Buxton N.C.

60 Currituck* N..C.

61 Camden* N.C.

62 Manns Harbor NC

63 Accomac* Va.

64 Kiptopeake BC Va.

65 Gate City* Va.

66 Clintwood* Va.

67 Hardy* Ark.

68 Yellville* Ark.

69 Monterey* Va.

70 Carrollton* Miss.

71LeRoy Ohio
1959

72 Lansing Mich.

73 Ticonderoga NY

74 Fairfax* Va.

75 Crawfordsvl* Ga.

76 Wilmington* NC

77 Norlina N.C.

78 St. George* SC.

79 Fresno* Cal.

80 Pasadena* Calif.

81 Wentworth* NC

82 Ocean Grove NJ

83 Indianapols* Ind.

84 Santa Rose* Cal.

8506 Neal *
1960

86 Dixie Va.

87Grodonsvaodl

88 Manassas* Ba.

89 Bishopville* SC

90 St. Matthews* SC.

910lar S.C.

92 Hawkinsvl* Ga.

93 Butler* Ga.

94 Americus* Ga.

95 Mt. Solon Va.

96 St. Cloud Fla.

97 Knoxville* Ga.

98 Edgard* La.

99 Pittsboro* Miss.

100Boston* Mass.

101 Paint Rock* Tx.

102Brewster* Neb.

103Wewahcka* Fla.

N e

105Conejos* Colo.
106 Luverne* Ala.
107 Benton* La.
108Water Valley* Ms.
109 Southport* NC
110NewKirk* Okla.
111S. Norfolk IC Va.
112 Preston* Ga.
113Walthall* Ms.
114 UpMarl* Md.
115Clay Cent* Neb.
116 Augusta* Ga.
117N. Hero* Vt.
1180sippe* N.H.
119Brandy Va.
120Berwyn lIl.
121 Gore Va.
122Rehob. Bch Del
122a f
123Beth.Bch. Del.
124 Gambrills Md.
125Lipscomb* Tx
126 DeVIHBIf* Ark.
127Huntsvl* Tn.
128 McKee* Ky.
129Homer* Ga.
130Eaton Ind.
131Brunswick* Me.
132Pocahnts* lowa
133Benjamin* Tx.
134 Zapata* Tx.
135Coalville* Utah
136Jessup Md.
137Godfrey Il
138W. Kingston* R.1.
139Kalaupapa* Hawaii
140Bedford* Va.
141St. George* NY
142 Hermiitage* Mo.
143Malad* Idaho
1961
144Mentone* Tex.
145Bristol* Fla.
146 Ashland* Miss.
147 Eagle River* Mich.
148 Ashland* Miss.
149Gove* Kans.
150St. Louis* Mo.
151 Pikeville* Tenn.
152Rough&Ready Calif.
153 Park Rapids* Minn.
154 Rosarito Bch. Mex.

155FridayHarbor* Wash.

156Jefferson* N.C.
157Boone* N.C.

158 Robbinsvl* N.C.
159 Murphy* N.C.
160Hayesville* NC
161 Hiawassee* Ga.
162Walhalla* SC.
163Pickens* S.C.
164Clinton S.C.
165Kingstree* SC.

166 Myrtle Bch SC

167 Tarboro* NC.
168Mt. Jackson Va.
168a Winnsboro* SC.
169BUCKLAND VA.
170PHILIPPI* W VA.
171 AMISSVILLE VA
172NEW MARKET VA.
173MthSeneca W. Va
174 Goldfield* Nev.
175WILDERNESS VA.
176 BumbleBee Ariz.
177 Cloverdale Va.
178 MAX MEADOWS VA.
179ELKTON* VA.
180Harriman Tenn.
181 Hiawatha* Kans.
1820berlin* Kans.
183Wheatland* Wyo.
184 Kaycee Wyo.
185Big Timer* Mont.
186 Livingston* Mont.
187Va. City* Mont.
188 Coulee Dam Wash.
189 Watervle* Wash.
190Moro* Ore.

191 Shaniko Ore.

1962
192Cont. Div. NM.
193BEN HUR VA.
194 PHILOMONT VA.
195BERRYVILLE* VA.
196 STONE BRIDG* VA.
197PORT GIBSON* MS.
198LIBERTY* MISS.
199Woodville* Miss.
200SUMNER* MISS.
201 MAYERSVIL* MIS.

202NEW AUGUSTA* MS.

203DBL. SPGS* ALA.
204GETTYSBURG* PA.
205SHARPSBURG MD.
206S. Chelmfrd Mass.
207 Show Low Ariz.

208 SUMMERSVL*
W.Va.

209 CHANCELRV
VA.

210Allentown* Pa.
211SHILOH TENN.
212BULL RUN VA.
213 APPOMATTOX*
VA.

214 CENTERVIL*
MO.

1963
215Winton* NC.
216Delta lowa
217Warren* Penn.
218Detroit* Mich.
219Horse Sh Crv. Pa
220Nashua lowa

1964
221 E. Chelmsfrd
Mass.
222Grayling* Mich.
223Piasal lll.

1965
224 St. Augustine*
Fla.

1966
225Seville Ohio

1967
226Bronson* Fla.
227Glassboro N.J.

1968
228Narrows Ga.
229San Antonio* Tex.
230New Salem lll

1969
231 Winter Haven Fla.

1970
232Barrow Alaska.

Note: Sets #233 and 234 were added later. 233 Joseph Allis (for the 1972 RMS Convention; 284
Connecticut Matchcover Club (for the 1977 RMS Convention)

*All Perkins Americana articles in this issue reprinted from the Nov/Dec 1995 RMS Bulletin
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Perkins Americana Variations

by Art Houser
[previously run in the RMS Bulletin]

The Americana series had a Great Outdoors theme, and so toel@vesets. The colors green,
orange, yellow, and white represented the four seasons. The pink represents the concept of Indian
worship of sunset4RMS Bulletin, July 1960)To my knowledge, there are Mariations of the
established numbers from2B4; one, Fairfax, Virginia, was not given a number. However, it is
universally accepted as #74. The following are the 10 variations:

(1) Cabsdoi sl ((2) Cahbsdoi sl ebd
#5- Montross, Virginia & Grill Grill-Restaurant

Delicious Sandwiches 7 AM. to 9 P.M.

Complete Meals Phone: GYpsy3584
MONTROSS ONE STOP TOURING SERVICE
VIRGINIA MONTROSS, VIRGINIA

#10- Mineral, Virginia (1) Line 8 Mr. Thelma Mc Ghee, owner (2) Line-&/rs. Thelma Mc Ghee, Owner
[ Perkins referred monthishdn§géeriencehasJé@nua

#15- Goochland, Virginia (1) hasMember F.D.I.C (2) no such line

#16- King George (1) Elmer P. Morris Store (2) Morris Chevrolet
’ King George Esso Statior ~ Edgehill Esso

Virginia , 9
Morris Chevrolet Virginia Esso
KING GEORGE, Virginia KING GEORGE, VA
#31- Wicomico,
Virginia (1) Sponsored by (2) VIRGINIA [ Comment by HBd Perk
J.L. OLIVER FOUNDED IN 1607 L.Oliver, Wicomico, Virginia
#53 - Pointe a la Hach¢  General Merchandise Historical epitome by Amer i cana #31 gave t°
Louisiana (1) Point a | It Please Us To Please Yc J.L. Oliver - RMS Bulletin, January 1963]
Hatche, La. (2) Point Phone:HAYES 23828 General Merchandise
a la Hache, La. RES. HAYES 23823 Wicomico, Virginia

[From RMS WICOMICO, VIRGINIA

Bulletin, January 1963
- A # Sreused the first shipmeArtPoi nt a | a Hatche misspelling. On the se
Hachedo]

#10(a - REUNION DINNER OF MEMBERS WHO FOUNDED Rathkamp Matchcover Soci§Back panel listed those
members. This one does not have the Indian Head preceded by Americando@s)0én the saddle. Its mm is
LConvention Sets 100Ad]

#122-Rehobot h Beach, Del awar e (1) AT H®ntpdnelslare difterent) with ¢he (2)
back panels the same, exceptfor1860 t he Wi I Il i n. Canét find an expl anat
each motet matches, that is).

#168- Mt. Jackson, Virginia [These two sets have the same number but are completely different.ig188/
#168 - Winnsboro, South Caroline Chalet; #168a is Royal Hotel & Restaurant. No explanation why]

#219- Horsehoe Curve, PA (1) HORSHOE CURVE (2) HORSESHOE CURMIBuld imagine thenisspelling is the
first printing and the corrected version the second printing]

233A-is a set of compl et el ycoldrédf(gadh covan)tfromctive \BEstr RMS Convesetignim San mu |
Diego. They have an mm of AConvention Sets No. 233A, 0 si
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| also have parts of three more convention sets. T Evans, 1699 Tammarron Ave., Grand Rapids, Ml
are the Americana-&olors and makeup. One has 49546 (616676-2613)

mm o f AConvention Sets , 21
RMS. 0 The second has a i di tF
Cooper- 17th RMS. The third is for the 26th RM Merrbmrles
with an mm from Regal Match Baltimore. v

Bob McMillan

How about a third one from Montross, Virginia? _ _
have a white cover from Maryland Match for tt While gom_
Tercentennial Year of Westmoreland Counthrough = m .
advertising Peoples Drug Store. Single or a set? Rattractiong URMeTIAT. Mott8 Corp. Deteoit ;
Luminaries (they use different and stronger words n €0llections, I cam : il :
days) are pictured on nine pink covers from Maryle 2r0ss an ol e e
Match. None of the covers in these last two paragrs €OVer | hag T
have the Indian cAmericanaon them.

forgotten about. NYOINIIW 'NBIOSUYIO

But, with the Indian and\mericanaa r e Hints & If was from theg
Mat chcover Collectors. oFord Rotunda i RN O3 whi
orange. Does anyone alive know just what makesD e ar b orn
t he fascinating c ov er ¢Michigan (m : s rkior
Americanao?! There is rgomehtgwrl\()- || lins
his mark on our hobby with his many innovative ide brougnht back a Igf . / 2 ‘
and ways of merchandising matches in the hot of memories. %%'q’d'w%qu
But, the stories about him must be abundant. Senc FORD
your favorite one and/or any information you m The — Ford| . . nupa
have about him and this most interesting category. Rotunda was

gear-shaped
[My thanks to Roy Buckley, Armand Levesque, |building originally
Vigeant, Mike Prero, Win Lang, Mary Conkle, aibuilt as an exhib Jpaids -
Ralph Arnold, as well as the RMS and Forest Cbuilding for thg =
bulletins for their information, covers, and patience 1 933  Wo r A
hel ping me:; Note: | 6ve inChicago. Whe re s
the original articles were published in 1995] the fair was over,

it was taken apart and r

RIGHT NOW! home town).

, , During the 195060s, it w
Bill Evans, MI, has designed and produced a reiiq rist attraction in the USA.

attractive white, shoileeve Fshirt for collectors, and

it really publicizes the hobby...in living color! Picture Every year, the Christmas Fantasy was not to be
here is whatos on the Inssed byanyone. Crowds would line up outdide P €
(Njalt/?d %933hNorthwestern Ucr;lve|r5|;[y covetr, fram\ed just FO WaII_< through the rc_)umhaped bui!ding. t
nMatchcover 0 €Ct or 0, Tragically, in 1963, the building caught fire afd! -
sides are in dazzling color. All adult sizes &, ,q destroyed.

available. The cost is $15.95+$4.95 postage

handling (thatos $20598 \g 4 missed this building and the wonderful

o . __ Christmas displays. Thanks to finding this
You can contact Bill with orders or inquiries at: Bl j,5tchcover again, we still have the memories.

HOL1OW GQHO4
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1980Moscow Olympics Box Set

This 1 s a nice sds$pecialnnteresttp Sporis @and Olympleucblleciots.élhere are 18

boxes in the set, each measuring 20 x 20, and t
iskill ets. o0 Each box is numbered and features a
Finland. The boxes also say, however, AThe Corn

exported to Great Britain for distribution there.

The 19800lympics, by the way, was especially notable for the absence of the United States. The U.S.
government led a boycott of the summer games in Moscow to protest the 1979 Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. Under strong pressure by the Carter administration, the U.S. Olympic Committee voted tc
boycott the Games, thus depriving the Russians of their chief athletic competition. Although a total of 81
nations were represented in Moscow, some 40 countries followed the U.S. lead (among them Wes
Germany, China, and Japan), thereby making any Soviet medals hollow victories.

Unfortunately, wunvyd kreun hev err etvheouyweasred,s Il 6dondt
only have the six pictured her e. Adodshaveahe compldte, I
set , so | dondét know what the topics are of the
| 6d appreciate receiving a |ist of all 18 event

rest of the membership.

Anyhow, i f y o & ceftainlif wortht attemptingst@ gearch ifot itd There must be dupes sets
available out there somewhere.

[ Have a favorlitketopisegoadvered in the bull eti
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An American Tou

11

Newp or t JaiNes Rides Bridge

The old bridge was a loVevel trestle about 10f@et north of the new bridge. It was completely separate
from the new bridge, and it was completely demolished after the new bridge opened, except fer the 1/2
mile section from the Newport News shore which remains as a fishing pier.

The first fixed link across Hampton Roads was the-lame US17 James River Bridge that was
completed in 1928. When completed, it was the longest bridge in the world over water. It was narrow,
with a 20foot roadway from curb to curb. The new fdane bridge was completed in stages from 1975 to
1982.The bridge also carries B8 and VA32.

The whole new bridge cost $#iillion, a lot of money for that era back then, and the desire was to build
the bridge with road user taxes and without toll revenue bonds. The James River Bridge was a toll facility
from its opening in 1928 to 1975 when it becameftelt. Most state DOTs were experiencing funding
limitations during that era=or these reasons, it was built in stages.

The shipping channel is crossed by a-fidd long vertical
U 1ff Spant tHaP a9 60 feet of vertical clearance when closed.
There are no naval installations upstream of this bridge,
although there are civilian port facilities in Hopewell and
Richmond. The James River Bridge is 4.5 miles long.

The bridge in

APA.PAT.PENDING

oy o [http://www.roadstothefuture.com/US1IRB.html]

The Bridge in 1983 photo by Scott Kozel

YY) Wi
Ol R

ennBag Jajpaaop

VER BEFORE STRIKING
ik

P — —
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New Members

906. Gary Cisneros, 13641
Gaffney Lane #2, Oregon City
OR 97045

Collects: OIld trucks, Military
ships (carriers and destroyers
Boxing, Giant Features, Old
Nevada, Baseball
907. Ralph McDaniel, 3001
Madeline St., Oakland, CA
94602
Col l ect s: Bui
designs

Ads

LISTINGS OF ALL THE

OLDIES. See my web site foi

categories and prices. Mik

Prero, http://mactchover.org

Covers/fultbooks
CA, ang

WANTED:
from Healdsburg,

Sebastopol, CA. Loren Moorq,
POB 1181, Roseville, CA 95678

(877-752-6247)
(loren@bgsplacnco.com)

Coming Up

SOUTHERN SWAPFEST:
March 610, 2007. Holiday Inn,
Orlando area, FL.

1-407-862-455, Ext. 194.
Rooms: $79/$99. Auction, sh
box trading, pool side picnic

tour, banquet, and more! Chedk

out www.home.earthlink.net
~gayliano13/

SIERRA-DIABLO SPRING
SWAPFEST: March 30April 1,

Contaqt
Zoraida Aponte, Res. Managef,

D

"

1”4

2007, Roseville, CA. Featurin1

heavy duty on®n-one trading.
Always fun...and profitable! Big'l
auction on Sunday. FMI: Lore

Moore, POB 1181, Rosevillg
CA 95678 (877752-6247)

(loren@bgsplacnco.com)

AMCAL 2007: May 2026,
2007, Piccadilly Inn Airport,
Fresno, CA. (55251-6000).
Room: $79. Theme: Halloweer
Group tour, Freebie tables
auction, AMCAL Players,
hampagne par Ge
;Eg:du;ﬁnig Buffet, ?’o%igeoBgrtp
-B-Q, Champagne brunch, Win§
& cheese party, Drawings, Clu
meetings, Awards banquet, an
more! FMI: Bob Borton
(bortonpi@netwalk.com)

UES 2007: June 2€23, 2007.
Plaza Hotel, Hagerstown, ML
(302:797-2500) . Th
premier swapfest. Try not ﬂ
miss this one. FMI: Lind

Clavette, 13 Creekstone Dr
Mon Alto, PA 17237
(clavette_324@msn.com)

RMS CONVENTION 2007:
Aug 511, St. Louis, MO. The
biggest getogether in the
hobby! All sorts of fun,
including huge auctions! Chec
out http://www.matchcover.org
Convention%20Central.html fo
latest details.

Readers Write

Bob Bowman, OH: A super
article in the last issue about th
care of older covers. From tim
to time, items like that are
tremendous help as reminders.

Terry Stroud, CA: Re true
action values[Aug 2006] you
were <correct [

logic to attempt to get a realistic

price, but you either went way
too far or not all the way. True
value is not the final bid or
highest price. You are right

n

about that. The truest price is the

bid before, which is the pricat
least 2 people were willing to

pay. Thus, the Lindbergh cover
is worth roughly $1200 and an

average 1.Q. is roughly 85.

On a different subject, in order
to get more newcomers to join
matchbook clubs and attend

meetings, covers have to be

available at all meetings for the

newcomer to buy. By this, |

mean the specific covers, or

types, that this person wants to

collect. Otherwise, there is no

reason for someone to initially
join a matchbook or, for that
matter, any cl
provide the thing that is wanted.

Fred Houk, FL: What is a
matchcover worth?ref Aug.
2006] Well, that depends

sometimes on what collectors of

Dean Martin are willing to pay

for them. | have attached the bid
history of two consecutive ebay

auctions for identical Dean
martin covers. The first cover

went for $112.50. The next day

ub

an identical cover from the same

seller went up for auction. The

same buyer ran up the price, and
someone else won it at $81.05.

Why anyone would want the
second cover after

paying
$112.50 for the first one is more

U
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Happy Birthday!
Nant, llah...........ccccoeeienniis a1
Cronin, Margaret................. A
McDonald, Jack.................. @&l
Hopp, Richard..................... ol
Landy, Dave.............cccouuun: a1
Goodyear, Jackie................ 81
Ritter, Nadine...................... L
Houk, Fred..........cccoeeeeeee. an
Williams, John.................. e11
Haslebacher, Bev............. Q1
Schneider, Ken................: 16
Bergman, Stuart...............A29
McFarland, Joseph........... Q0
Molinaro, Jack.................. (9%[0)
Gold, Larty.....cccoeeeeeeeeenn. 621
Morissey, Florence........... ar
Lubow, Barbara................ 9% ¢}
Under, Sandy...................: 2B
Willard, James.................. ou
Ewart, Don.........ccccoevenveee. 6
Singer, Richard................ or
Hiller, Emily.................... 0r8

of a puzzle than why pa
$112.50 for any cover to sta
with.

Thanks To Eric
Quimby

Thanks to Eric Quimby, PA,

who sent in a box of covers to
donat ed t o t h

them on the Freebie Table at ofir

next Swapfest in MarcApril.

Sierra Spring
Swapfest Is
Coming!

March 30April 1st is right

around the corner...already!

Are you interested in eyebal
to-eyeball, oneon-one trading?
No more shotgun lots an
hoping you might find
something of interest. The-[3

duty trading.

Sunday is the big auction. | can

usually pick up some bargains.
l There is always an interesting
variety, no matter what your
particular wants. Terry Stroud

swapfest is the place to be. Lo

dusually

has a

up all your trading stock angl up, as well. | hope to see you all

head out to Roseuville.

As an example, | arrive befo
9 A.M., Saturday morning. | ca
usually back up my truck righ
to the doors and just whisk
those category trays right on
an awaiting table in the tradin
room. I put a
been saving for the freebie ta
on said table. I get my ow
covers set
ready for a

January® Smile

cll

there. | always look forward to
the SD swapfest.

e |

COMING
UP
t
Feb:fi Ar

chivingo

q (CGaAnada/Mexico) or $20 dqutside

\_

The SierraDiablo Bulletin is a

monthly publication of the Sierra

Diablo Matchcover Club. Deadline
for all submissions is the 10th of
each month. Any information
herein may be reproduced with
appropriate credit line. Dues of
$10 (ndividual), $15 (family), $15

N. America) are payable to the
Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club, c/
o Jack Benbrook, 1328 E. Rosserf
St., Prescott, AZ 86301.

Visit theSierraDiablo Web Site at:
http://www.matchcover.org/sierra

You can reach the Ed. on line at
RMSED@matchpro.org for help
with  Bulletin/hobby questions,
concerns or problems.

/

h e st uTf Ove
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L

j Ba:gh Dieg@nh | NPe P &K & €
worth of hgayv
Apr: ACol Il ectindg A
Par ks o
SIERRA-DI ABL O. . w e
the hottest club in the
hobby!
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