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by 

Mike Prero 
 

     Collectors, as a class, have probably always traded with collectors overseas, almost from the inception 

of the hobby back in the 1930s. Foreign covers have also always had a certain allure, at least for some 

collectors. They may be from exotic locations; they may represent a different 'level' or 'branch' of covers; 

they may even offer categories that are basically absent from our domestic sources, especially today, with 

all the smoking bans in effect across the country. 

 

   Historically, such trading with collectors overseas has had its ups and downs. In the early years of the 

hobby here, it's wasn't practical to trade overseas unless boxes or labels were acceptable in return, simply 

because matchbooks didn't become commonly used, much less collected, in foreign areas until much 

lateréand, in fact, in most parts of the Old World (Europe, Asia, and Africa), the matchbox still reigns 

supreme. But, in Europe, for example, matchbooks were still something of an odd novelty even going into 

World War II. An interesting example of this is to be found in Agatha Christie's Murder on the Orient 

Express. This classic mystery was first copyrighted in 1933 and in it a match from a matchbook is one of 

the clues at the scene of the crimeébut the famed authoress has to explain what it is to her readerséa 

'paper match'éas opposed to the standard wooden box matches. 

 

   And, there were other initial problems back in those early days. One would have simply been contacts. 

Unless the collector had relatives or friends already overseas, who could he trade with? He wouldn't know 

who was a collector or who to contact. Mail in those days was less swift, as well. 

 

   By the time I came into the hobby, though, in the early 1980s, trading overseas had become quite 

common. Indeed, one of the first people I traded with on a regular basis was a gentleman in the Dominican 

Republic. I sent a trade to him; he sent a trade to me. Everything then looked quite rosy. Then came the 

present! 

 

   Technology has cleared up the contacts and communications problems. With the internet, a collector can 

find contacts literally all over the world. With e-mail, communication is almost instantaneous. So before, 

whereas mere questions between two traders could take months to resolve, today the same can be settled 

in minutes. Moreover, the traders can even swap scans so that trades can be even more precise. And, 

language doesnôt seem to be the barrier that it once wasénot because weôre any better at languages, 
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certainly, but rather because so many more people around the world are more familiar with English. 

 

   Unfortunately, currently balancing out these positives has been the more than daunting increase in 

overseas postage. For me, that has been more than enough to cancel out the advantages of trading 

overseas. Thus, I haven't had a regular trader on another continent for over several years now. Still, I 

occasionally make one time foreign trades, basically for material that I simply would not be likely to get 

from my regular trading partners. Foreign Girlie and Tobacco sets, for example.  

 

What is out there, anyway? Why would you want to trade overseas in the first place, and in spite of the 

postage costs? Well, first, if you're only after covers, then you're probably not going to be trading with 

anyone in Asia or Africa. Those areas are almost exclusively into boxes and labels. For the most part, what 

covers are available from these areas come from the westernized hotel chainséIntercontinentals, 

Sheratons, etc., and those specific covers are normally available right here from domestic collectors.  

 

 That leaves you with South America, Australia, and Europe. Thereôs practically no one to trade with in S. 

America, and there are no clubs there, either. So, now you're down to Australia and Europe, both of which 

have active clubs and friendly and willing traders, and both certainly have covers, although not in the 

quantities that we're used to. 

 

   The vast majority of collectors here arenôt interested in labels, but if youôre willing to take boxes in your 

categories, and most collectors certainly are, then Asia, Australia, and Europe are open to you as very 

fertile hunting grounds, with Europe normally being your best bet. 

 

   What are these foreign markets especially good for? - Sets, Tobacco, Girlies, and Die-Cuts! Sets abound, 

especially in Europe and Asia, and have for quite awhileéand these sets are almost always bigger, often 

much biggerð40, 60, 80 issues! Portugal, for example, is famous for such, and India  has also been a 

major producer of sets for at least the last decade or so. 

 

   Foreign Girlies! Europe is your best bet. Just look at the sets that have been added to the Girlie Catalog 

over the last several years! The issues from Eastern Europe, almost all sets, often tend to be significantly 

less slick than their Western European counterparts, but hey! Girlies are Girlies! 

 

   Foreign Tobacco - huge potential! As the domestic smoking market has dwindled, you bet the tobacco 

companies have redoubled their efforts overseas where people smoke with a vengeance! As a case in 

point, Marlboro, of the brands that weôre more familiar with, has been very big in Europe for many years. 

 

   Foreign Die-Cuts! The variety and creativity are absolutely amazing! One has to smile as we look back 

and remember how impressed we once were with Jewelites and Contours. Whatôs available now boggles 

the mind! Biggest producer---undoubtedly, Swedish Match. Iôve recently begun to assemble a collection 

of suchéTheyôre just so wonderfully bizarre, you canôt help grinning in unbridled glee as you page 

through example after example. 

 

   Of course, all of this depends on finding reliable traders overseas. And, donôt forget, you have to have 

available what theyôre looking for. And thatôs often a key stumbling point. But, nothing ventured, nothing 

gained! To help you out, Iôll see if I can put together some sort of list of collectors you might contact. Stay 

tunedé  
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 Hereôs a Different Idea For Combos 

 

   Michael Turrini, CA, found this in the October-December 1006, No. 80, issue of The American Society of 

Check Collectorsô (ASCC) The Check Collector. 

 

   Re these cover-bank combos, Michael writes, ñAs I have written before, this ôonly confirmsô that many 

hobbyists enjoy ôcommonalitiesô, making it ôanother example of a small world of and among kindred 

hobbyistsô.ò   
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AMCAL 2007 Details 

 

Hotel: Piccadilly Inn Airport, 5115 E. McKinley Ave., Fresno, CA (559-251-6000 >> Say youôre with 

AMCAL). [Thatôs 1/4 block from the airport. Take McKinley Exit off SR 41] Room rate is $79, single or 

double. Registrations must be made by April 15. 

 

Theme: Halloween! 

 

Convention Activities: Freebie tables, Room-hopping, four giant auctions, club meetings, displays, 

shucking contest, welcome buffet, poolside bar-b-que buffet, Connecticut/Chinese auctions, tours, wine & 

cheese party, daily 50/50 lottery, Saturday nigh banquet, raffle...and lots more. 

 

Plus: AMCAL Players, Champagne Party, Surprises, and special drawing for first-time attendees or 2 

FREE HOTEL ROOM NIGHTS next year! All First-Time Attendees will automatically be entered into a 

drawing to win two free nights at next yearôs AMCAL! 

 

Tours: Group outing to Roger Rockaôs Playhouse (Contact Bob Hiller for reservations before 5/1) (price is 

$55, dinner, dessert, tax, and tip). Make check out to Bob Hiller. 

 

Club Meetings: AMCAL (Friday morning); Tobacco Club (3 PM, Wednesday); Mermaids & Pirates (8 

AM, Thursday); Huggable Bears (11 AM, Thursday); Casino Club (8 AM, Friday); Denver Strikers (11:30 

AM, Friday) 

 

Registration Bag Material: Your much-needed donations of covers and boxes go to Steve Rohrer, 68 W. 

51st St., Long Beach, CA 90805 

 

Freebie Table Material: Your generous donations go to Steve Rohrer, 68 W. 51st St., Long Beach, CA 

90805 

 

Auction Lots: 10 lots per person, package them attractively, label them accurately, and send them to Bob 

Hiller, 2501 W. Sunflower, #H-5, Santa Ana, CA 92704, who will number them>>>by May 1st! 

 

Looking for a Roommate? [No, I mean for AMCAL!] Bob Hiller has a list of those who want to share. 

Contact him ASAP. 2501 W. Sunflower, #H-5, Santa Ana, CA 92704...plus... 

 

Program Book Ads: Full page ($30), half-page ($18), quarter-page ($10). Black & white art work works 

best. Please send your ad ASAP. Check should be made out to ñAMCALò. April 15th is deadline. Send to: 

Ellen Gutting, 824 Peachy Canyon Dr., #101, Las Vegas, NV 89144-0907 

 

Display Categories:  
AMCAL: 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards for Best Single, Best Group, and Best Set 

Clubs: 
-Angelus: Best Combo Display 

-Sierra-Diablo: Best Small Category Display 

-?: Best óRemember Whenô Display 

-?: Best óMost Differentô Display 
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-?: Best Tobacco Display 

-Mermaid Club: Best Mermaid Display 

-?: Best Black & Orange Display 

-?: Best Most Unusual Display 

-?: Best Panda Display 

-?: Best Animals Display 

-?: Best Dated Covers Display 

-?: Best Halloween Display 

 

[PLEASE NOTE: All displays entered must be covered with plastic film or glass. There are no restrictions 

on size or number of displays per person. Your name should be on the back] 

 

Questions? Contact Ellen GuttiAMCAL 2010 - Hotel Registration Form 

May ? 

 

AMCAL 2007 - Hotel Registration Form 

May 20-26 
 

Piccadilly Inn Airport Hotel 

5115 McKinley .............................................MENTION AMCAL!.................................................................. 

Fresno, CA 93727 

(559) 251-6000 

 

  Types of Accommodations   
_______________Double, $79.00 __________Twin Double, $79.00  ______________Single, $79.00 

 

Number of people in party__________________ 

Reservations will be held until 6 PM unless secured by advance deposit 

 

Arrival: Date__________________________ Time________________________ 

Departure: Date__________________________ 

Check in Time is 3 PM ...............................................................................................Check out Time is 1 PM 

Name__________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________ 

City, State_______________________________________________________ 

Deposit Enclosed______________________________________Tel. Number________________________ 

Credit Card Type & Number______________________________ Expiration 

Date______________________ 

Special Requests____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Group Name ASSOCIATED MATCHCOVER CLUBS OF CALIFORNIA (AMCAL)  

 

 

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE IN BY APRIL 15 - SEND IN TO PICCADILLY  
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  Wyomingôs Devils Tower 
 

   Located in northeastern Wyoming,  Devils Tower was made globally famous by the blockbuster movie, 

Close Encounters of the Third Kind. Devils Tower is a steep-sided igneous body and, possibly, an 

erosional remnant of a volcanic neck. It is made of magma that solidified at a shallow level (about 700 to 

3,000 feet; 200 to 1000 m) below the surface. Erosion then stripped the overlying layers of rock away. The 

rock at Devils Tower is about 40 million years old. The rock is called a phonolite based on its mineral 

composition, which includes anorthoclase, aegirine-augite, and sphene. Devils Tower rises 1,253 feet (382 

m) above the nearby Belle Fouche River. [http://volcano.und.edu/vwdocs/volc_images/north_america/

devils_ tower. html] Geologists estimate that approximately 60 million years ago molten magma forced its 

way up through sedimentary rocks and then cooled underground. As the magma cooled it formed igneous 

rock which fractured into the basalt columns we see exposed today. Examples of similar formations, but in 

the form of lava flows can be seen at Yellowstone National Park's Grand Canyon and at Old Fort Hall in 

Pocatello, Idaho. Sixty-million years of erosion gradually wore away the softer stone and top soil that 

surrounded this underground formation, until the 867 feet tall stone monolith was exposed in the beauty 

we see today. [http://www.outdoorplaces.com/Destination/USNP/WYDevTow/dtnm1.htm] 

 

   Known by several northern plains tribes as Bears 

Lodge, it is a sacred site of worship for many American 

Indians. The rolling hills of this 1,347 acre park are 

covered with pine forests, deciduous woodlands, and 

prairie grasslands. Deer, prairie dogs, and other wildlife 

are abundant. On September 24, 1906, President 

Theodore Roosevelt proclaimed Devils Tower as the 

nation's first national monument.  

 

An American Tour: 
13 


