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By Mike Prero 
 

   Well, this summerôs coming to a close, and weôre just about to head into Fall and Winter. All of the 

conventions are finished, and so are all of the swapfests, with the exception of one. So, as far as major get-

togethers are concerned, the hobby begins its annual winding down, geared, no doubt, to the annual on fall 

of bad weather. But, now is a good time to spread everything out on the olô desk, kitchen table, or coffee 

table and do some planning for the coming year. óUnforeseen circumstancesô are always looming over 

everyoneôs well laid out plans and schedules, but being organized always pays off. So letôs take a look at 

what you, as a collector, have available in the way of hobby events. 

 

   First, itôs September, and we are winding down, but it ainôt over ótil the fat lady sings..and she ainôt 

singinô yet! Coming up next month, we have a double serving of great events: 

 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH SAFE ASSOCIATION: October 5-7, 2007. Sheraton City Center, 17 & 

Race Sts., Philadelphia, PA 19103. FMI: IMSA POB 791, Malaga, NJ or George Sparacio at 

mrvesta1@aol.com  

 

KEYSTONE/LEHIGH WEEKEND 2007: October 31-November 4, 2007. Holiday Inn, Morgantown, 

PA. Displays, grab tables, actions, dealers, costume parade, trivia contest, indoor pool, raffle, free banquet 

dinner for registered attendees for Fri-Sat night stay. FMI: Shirley Sayers, 1290 Corporation St., Beaver, 

PA 15009, shirley2@verizon.net 

 

   Then, in December, almost all of the clubs are having their annual Christmas parties, which are fun-

filled events with dining and socializing and good cheer, all set against a background of...matchcover 

collecting! Theyôre simply too numerous to list here, but just check your local bulletin for what the clubs 

near you are planning to serve up. Going to be traveling in December? See if your schedule and 

destination pair up with a nearby clubôs activities. You know, you certainly donôt even have to be a 

member of  that club to participate. Any club around the country would be delighted to have you attend. 

But, it takes planning...and donôt forget, because Christmas party events normally involve reservations at a 

restaurant, etc., that youôll need to contact that club ahead of time and let them know that youôre planning 

to be there. You can always find the necessary club contact information on the RMS web site (http://www. 

matchcover.org). Just go to the CLUBS page. 
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   The Christmas parties are the last hoorah of the calendar year, so now letôs take a look at the annual 

hobby events that you can plan on taking place in upcoming year: 

 

March:  

Southern Swapfest: Various locations within Florida. Typical activities: two big auctions, shoebox 

trading, table hopping, room hopping, local tours, displays. Details always at http://home.earthlink.net/

~gayliano13/ 

 

April:  

Sierra-Diablo Spring Swapfest: Always around Easter, and always in Roseville, CA (15 mi. north of 

Sacramento). Typical activities: Saturday-all day, one-on-one trading sessions, freebie table, refreshments; 

Sunday-big auction, refreshments. Details always at http://www.matchcover.org/sierra/swapfest.html 

 

Trans Canada Swapfest: In the Niagara Falls area. Typical activities: freebie tables, auction, displays, 

room hopping, local tour. Check Trans Canada's web site for more details: http://

www.matchesTCMC.com 

 

May: 

AMCAL: Always last week in May, always in Fresno, CA. Typical activities: freebie tables, room 

hopping, shucking contest, poolside bar-b-q, four big auctions, displays, games, AMCAL Players, 

regional/specialty club meetings, golf tournament, awards banquet. Everything you need to know is 

conveniently listed at AMCAL Central on our own web site: http://www.matchcover.org/sierra 

 

June: 

United Eastern Swapfest: Usually in Hagerstown, MD. Typical activities: trading, dealers tables, 

displays, auction, awards banquet. 

 

August: 

RMS Convention: Always in early-mid August; locations vary around the country. (Next yearôs 

convention will be at The Inn at Hunt's Landing Best Western at Matamoras, PA) Typical activities: 

freebie tables, room hopping, 4-5 auctions (the biggest in the hobby), displays, local tours, dealers tables, 

regional/specialty club meetings, awards banquet. Latest details at Convention Central, on the RMS web 

site: http://www.matchcover.org 

 

October: 

Long Beach Swapfest: always in the Los Angeles area. Typical activities: cigar box trading, Connecticut 

auctions, Bingo, ice cream social, local tour, trading, auction 

 

Keystone-Lehigh Valley Swapfest: Always in PA. Typical activities: Freebie tables, bingo, trivia contest, 

costume party, room hopping, auctions, dealers tables, displays, awards banquet. 

 

   On top of all this, there are always those great óone-timeô events that pop up from time to time during the 

yearðthis clubôs 25th anniversary party, that clubôs intermittent swapfest, a sprinkling of Halloween 

parties, and so forth. Plus, you may well be interested in the occasional peripheral hobby activities that 

proliferate around the country during the yearðephemera conventions, casino shows, and suchðbut 

youôll have to catch those as theyôre announced. And tying everything together, of course, are the 

workhorses of the hobbyðlocal club meetings, occurring across the country during every month of the 

year. Support those clubs...theyôre your support base. 
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Escargot! 
 

   Yes! I know what óescargotô is. Yes! I know itôs considered a 

delicacy in some circles. Yes! I know itôs and industry! And, yes! 

My inherent reaction to all of the above is...You gotta be 

kidding!!! 

 

   But, just in case you are a snail slurper, did you knowé 

 

-Snails are gastropods.  Gastropod means " Belly footed animal." 

-The largest land snail ever found was 15 inches long and weighed 2 pounds! [Oh, great!] 

-Snails' bodies produce a thick slime.  Because of this slime, they can crawl across the edge of a razor and 

not get hurt. 

-Some snails have been known to live up to 15 years. [Not the ones I find in my garden!] 

-Snails are hermaphrodites which means that they have both male and female reproductive organs.  

-Snails usually travel in irregular paths, often traveling in a circle. 

-Snails rely mainly on their sense of touch and smell when finding food because they have very poor 

eyesight. 

-Snails cannot hear. 

-Snails can retract one or both of their tentacles at a time. 

-Because of the suction created by their slime, a snail can crawl upside down. 

-Snails are nocturnal animals which means they are more active at night. 

-Garden Snails mainly eat garden plants and vegetables, but they will also eat decaying plants and soil.   

-The fastest snails are the speckled 

garden snails which can move up 

to 55 yards per hour compared 23 

inches per hour of most other land 

snails. 

-Garden snails hibernate during 

the winter and live on their stored 

fat.  

-Garden snails breathe with lungs. 

-Garden snails evolved from sea 

snails about 600 million years ago. 

-Escargot may be made from 

either garden snails or snails 

actually raised for such. 

 

   And, to top it all off... 

-May 24th is National Escargot 

Day [Arrgghh!]  

 
[ h t tp : / /www.geoc i t ie s .com/

sseagraves/snailfacts.htm] 

-There are actually snail farms 

and snail farmers! 

-There are special utensils for 

eating snails. 

-A snailôs eyes are on the ends of 

its tentacles. 

-Snails have only one foot. 
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  Rip Van Winkle  
 

   I have Rip Van Winkle as part of my Literary Characters collection. To date, these three are the only ones 

I have, but the idea of the Rip Van Winkle story is interesting...  

 

Rip Van Winkle is a story by the American author Washington Irving published in 1819, as well as the 

name of the story's fictional protagonist. Written while Irving was living in Birmingham, England, it was 

part of a collection of stories entitled The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon. 

 

   You might classify this world famous story as Historical Fantasy, since itôs set amidst the American 

Revolution. There are several references to actual events and people. Rip and other men are said to gather 

around a portrait of George III. George Washington appears in letters on the pole by the old inn. The Battle 

of Bunker Hill is mentioned by the haranguer. Brom Dutcher is said to have fought in the Battle of Stony 

Point. And, Henry Hudson is said to have known the Hudson River was inhabited by strange beings. 

 

Interesting side points: 

-The choice of "Van Winkle" for the character's name may have been influenced by the fact that Irving's 

New York publisher was C. S. Van Winkle. 

 

-The story is also similar to the ancient Jewish story about Honi the Circle-Maker who falls asleep after 

asking a man why he is planting a carob tree which traditionally takes 70 years to mature, making it 

virtually impossible to ever benefit from the tree's fruit.[citation needed] After this exchange, he falls asleep 

on the ground and is miraculously covered by a rock and remains out of sight for 70 years. When he 

awakens, he finds a fully mature tree and that he has a grandson. When nobody believes that he is Honi, he 

prays to God and God takes him from this world. Note also that the family name of Honi is as well a term 

of geometry ('M'agel' is 

Hebrew for 'circle maker'), 

as well as the family name 

of Rip ('Winkel' is German 

for 'angle').  

 

  [http://en.wikipedia.org] 

 

  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/35/Ripvanwinkle.jpg
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  San Francisco Fishermanôs 

Wharf Set 
 

   Hereôs a nice little set from San Franciscoôs 

Fishermanôs Wharf that I had never seen before. Itôs 

from Monarch Match Company, and I would guess that 

it came out in the 1960ôs. All six covers are about 

Alcatraz. 

 

   Iôm assuming that the set is comprised of the six 

covers shown here...simply because those are all that I 

have! 

 

   Here are the six cover themes: 

   If anyone has more than these six, please let me 

know. 

1. Alcatraz Island 

2. Food here is delicious 

3. Having Wonderful timeðwish your were here! 

4. Sight seeing no end 

5. Chartered trips 

6. Some big ones here too! 


