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Planning Your Hobby Calendar

By Mike Prero

Wel | this summerds coming to a cl ose, and we
conventions are finished, and so are all of the swapfests, with the exception of one. So, as far as major ge
togethers are concerned, the hobby begins its annual winding down, geared, no doubt, to the annual on fe

of bad weather. But , now i s a good time to spre
table and do some planning for the coming year
everyonebds wel |l | aid out plans and schedul es, b

what you, as a collector, have available in the way of hobby events.

First, It os &@repitednibegyg , dawmd, wlkeut it aindt over
singiné yet! Coming up next month, we have a do

INTERNATIONAL MATCH SAFE ASSOCIATION: October 57, 2007. Sheraton City Center, 17 &
Race Sts., Philadelphia, PA 19103. FMI: IMSA POB 791, Malaga, NJ or George Sparacio at
mrvestal@aol.com

KEYSTONE/LEHIGH WEEKEND 2007: October 3iINovember 4, 2007. Holiday Inn, Morgantown,

PA. Displays, grab tables, actions, dealers, costume parade, trivia contest, indoor pool, raffle, free banque
dinner for registered attendees for-Bat night stay. FMI: Shirley Sayers, 1290 Corporation St., Beaver,
PA 15009, shirley2@verizon.net

Then, in December, almost all of the clubs are having their annual Christmas parties, whichk are fun
filled events with dining and socializing and good cheer, all set against a background of...matchcover
coll ecting! Theyodre simply too numerous to | ist
near you are planning to serve up. Going to be traveling in December? See if your schedule and
destination pair up with a nearby c¢clubbés actiyv
member of that club to participate. Any club around the country would be delighted to have you attend.
But, it takes planning...and doné6ét forget, beca
restaurant, etc. , t hat youol I need to contact t
to be there. You can always find the necessary club contact information on the RMS web site (http://www.
matchcover.org). Just go to the CLUBS page.
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The Christmas parties are the | ast hoorah of
hobby events that you can plan on taking place in upcoming year:

March:

Southern Swapfest: Various locations within Florida. Typical activities: two big auctions, shoebox
trading, table hopping, room hopping, local tours, displays. Details always at http://home.earthlink.net/
~gayliano13/

April:

Sierra-Diablo Spring Swapfest: Always around Easter, and always in Roseville, CA (15 mi. north of
Sacramento). Typical activities: Saturealyday, oneon-one trading sessions, freebie table, refreshments;
Sundaybig auction, refreshments. Details always at http://www.matchcover.org/sierra/swapfest.htmi

Trans Canada Swapfest:In the Niagara Falls area. Typical activities: freebie tables, auction, displays,
room hopping, local tour. Check Trans Canada's web site for more details: http://
www.matchesTCMC.com

May:

AMCAL: Always last week in May, always in Fresno, CA. Typical activities: freebie tables, room
hopping, shucking contest, poolside -bag, four big auctions, displays, games, AMCAL Players,
regional/specialty club meetings, golf tournament, awards banquet. Everything you need to know is
conveniently listed at AMCAL Central on our own web site: http://www.matchcover.org/sierra

June:
United Eastern Swapfest: Usually in Hagerstown, MD. Typical activities: trading, dealers tables,
displays, auction, awards banquet.

August:

RMS Convention: Always in earlymi d August ; | ocations wvary aro
convention will be at The Inn at Hunt's Landing Best Western at Matamoras, PA) Typical activities:
freebie tables, room hopping;54auctions (the biggest in the hobby), displays, local tours, dealers tables,
regional/specialty club meetings, awards banquet. Latest details at Convention Central, on the RMS wek
site: http://www.matchcover.org

October:
Long Beach Swapfestalways in the Los Angeles area. Typical activities: cigar box trading, Connecticut
auctions, Bingo, ice cream social, local tour, trading, auction

KeystonelLehigh Valley Swapfest:Always in PA. Typical activities: Freebie tables, bingo, trivia contest,
costume party, room hopping, auctions, dealers tables, displays, awards banquet.

On top of all this, tthiemed ae\wve atl watylsat hpere wp ef
yeabt his c¢club6s 25th anniversary party, t hat cl
parties, and so forth. Plus, you may well be interested in the occasional peripheral hobby activities that
proliferate around the country during the y®@aphemera conventions, casino shows, and dsinch
youol | have to catch those as theydére announc
workhorses of the hobBylocal club meetings, occurring across the country during every month of the
year. Support yobreupportbmadeubs. . .t heyor e
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Escargot!

[}y Yes! | know what O6escargot
i Fddel icacy in some circles. Y
U) \ l My inherent reaction to all of the above igau gotta b¢
kidding!!!

But, justincasgouar e a snail slurper, did you

-Snails are gastropod$&astropod means " Belly footed animal.”

-The largest land snail ever found was 15 inches long and weighed 2 pfidindgteat!]

-Snails' bodies produce a thick slimBecause of this slime, they can crawl across the edge of a razor and
not get hurt.

-Some snails have been known to live up to 15 y@ldt.the ones | find imygarden!]

-Snails are hermaphrodites which means that they have both male and female reproductive organs.
-Snails usually travel in irregular paths, often traveling in a circle.

-Snails rely mainly on their sense of touch and smell when finding food because they have very poor
eyesight.

-Snails cannot hear.

-Snails can retract one or both of their tentacles at a time.

-Because of the suction created by their slime, a snail can crawl upside down.

-Snails are nocturnal animals which means they are more active at night.

-Garden Snails mainly eat garden plants and vegetables, but they will also eat decaying plants and soil.
-The fastest snails are the speckled
garden snails which can move up
-There are actually snail farmgto 55 yards per hour compared 23

© and snail farmers! inches per hour of most other land
| -There are special utensils fofsnails.
M= eluay eating snails. -Garden snails hibernate during
HNNslgmxao: -A snail s eyes E’% wigter gl live pngtheig sfoged o
its tentacles. at.
NO3HONNT -Garden snails breathe with lungs.

-Snails have only one foot. .
-Garden snails evolved from sea

snails about 600 million years ago.
-Escargot may be made from
either garden snails or snails
actually raised for such.

Ivm”wpflupucn 11D

U 345-4266
for reservations: _ .. _,g.qg

And, to top it all off...
-May 24th is National Escargot
8 Day[Arrgghhl]

&

4444

1137 caltfornia de> - burlindame (a/:]f _
S [N ttp://wwWw.geocities.com/

sseagraves/snailfacts.htm]

LESCARGOT

crestaurantcfrangais
47 West 55th Street
New York, N.Y,10019

e i e da T RhE




No. 275 SIERRA-DIABLO BULLETIN -September 2007 Page 4

Rip Van Winkle

| have Rip Van Winkle as part of my Literary Characters collection. To date, these three are the only one:
I have, but the idea of the Rip Van Winkle story is interesting...

Rip Van Winkle is a story by the American author Washington Irving published in 1819, as well as the
name of the story's fictional protagonist. Written while Irving was living in Birmingham, England, it was
part of a collection of stories entitled The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon.

You might classify this world famous story as
Revolution. There are several references to actual events and people. Rip and other men are said to gatl
around a portrait of George Ill. George Washington appears in letters on the pole by the old inn. The Battle
of Bunker Hill is mentioned by the haranguer. Brom Dutcher is said to have fought in the Battle of Stony
Point. And, Henry Hudson is said to have known the Hudson River was inhabited by strange beings.

Interesting side points:
-The choice of "Van Winkle" for the character's name may have been influenced by the fact that Irving's
New York publisher was C. S. Van Winkle.

-The story is also similar to the ancient Jewish story about Honi the -Gladter who falls asleep after

asking a man why he is planting a carob tree which traditionally takes 70 years to mature, making it
virtually impossible to ever benefit from the tree's fruit.[citation needed] After this exchange, he falls asleep
on the ground and is miraculously covered by a rock and remains out of sight for 70 years. When he
awakens, he finds a fully mature tree and that he has a grandson. When nobody believes that he is Honi,
prays to God and God takes him from this world. Note also that the family name of Honi is as well a term

of geometry (‘M'agel' is
— Universal-Malc_Lorp., Memphis  BANTROR MATCH L0, CHCAGO. U.S A Unitad D—-'g_,:. e as We” as the famlly name
® : % son From of Rip (‘Winkel' is German

soBRUNI ‘NOLSHVIK ‘A W s for ‘angle").
JPUMO ‘AHINNOD 'V 'L
i AL LIS v e
HIUON SITIW PL| (B I e [http://en.wikipedia.org]
SHLAVE 3714 8T
'NNal SLINN NH3IAOW 81
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&
1S 'S'’N NO
T waawar
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Close Cover Before Striking aostcovin o EEE ¢1 FOR SARTY cLosE cover ALY BEFORE STRIKING



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/35/Ripvanwinkle.jpg
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San Francisco —FHH—sherman
Wharf Set

Her eds a ni ce i ttl e set from Sail
Fi shermanédés Whartf t hat I had nevier S
from Monarch Match Company, and | would guess {hat
it came out i n t he 196/006s Al | 5 1 X
Alcatraz.
|l 6m assuming that the| set i's compri

covers shown here...simply because those are all fhat |

have!

Here are the six cover themes:

Alcatraz Island

Food here is delicious

Having Wonderful timé wish your were here!
Sight seeing no end

Chartered trips

Some big ones here too!

oukhwbE

If anyone has more than these six, please let

know.

me




