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by 

Mike Prero  
 

    What an event! It leaves me wondering, ñWhy are annual events only once a year?!ò It was well worth 

the 56miles I wracked up on the truck , back and forth, over the two days. [hee hee] 

 

   The weather was superb, exactly what you would expect of Spring in Californiaðalthough, in the 

interests of fairness and honesty, it was a little crisp when I left the house at 8:20 in the morning [62º is 

crisp in California]. It was Saturday, April 5th, and I could look forward to two days of solid phillumenic 

action, not to mention seeing old friends not seen since last yearôs swapfest. [you shoulda been there]  

 

   I pulled into the Heritage Inn, Roseville, conveniently located right by the freeway offramp; it was 

8:45éperfect! I started unloading the truck of all the trays of covers I had brought down for trading. 

Entering the sumptious, yet very comfortable, facilities of the inn, I noticed Rob Dalton was the only one 

who was already set upðGreat!  I got my pick of tables. My feet sinking into the thick, luxurious pile of 

the carpeting, I was still in the midst of setting up when several other collectors appeared and began the 

pleasant process, themselves.  [you shoulda been there]   

 

   I had also brought down quite a bit of freebie material (my own, and literally heaping boxes donated 

previously by generous collectors), so I then set up a freebie tableðcovers, boxes, full-books, four 

Beechcraft albums with pages. Over the course of the two days, other collectors and walk-ins added to the 

freebie table still further, creating a veritable mountain of collectibles...all for the taking. 

 

   Well, by then, I was surrounded by overflowing tablesðCovers to the right of me! Covers to the left of 

me! Covers in front of me! Volley'd and thunder'd! It was Heaven...and I hadnôt even died yet! Everyone 

eagerly dug into the trays of their neighbors. I eagerly delved into Chester Crillôs stuff first. I collect in a 

lot of categories, and Chester always brings a potpourri of priceless gems. 

   I should say a word about the trading process, itself, here. Whatever youôre comfortable with, youôd find 

it here. [you shoulda been there] The policy varies from collector to collector, although everyone certainly 

observes whatever rules any collector has set on his own material. Some collectors just say, ñHelp 

yourself; take whatever you want. I donôt want to take any of this stuff back home.ò Some collectors want 

more balanced trades...but I didnôt see anyone actually counting covers. Other collectors were seeking 

more specific, high-end trades. Still others were selling.  
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   On top of everything else, there was table after table of material that Sierra-Diablo was selling, along 

with several albums from clubs around the country which Sierra-Diablo was selling for them. Nice stuff, 

too! And speaking of selling, Terry Stroud was there, from Southern California, and he had his own dealer 

tables set up with loads of material. 

 

    Club president Loren Moore spent most of his time setting up for the auction that afternoon and 

entertaining all the walk-ins that appeared, thanks to the ad he had placed in the local paper, but his lovely 

wife had early on brought in...the refreshments! And, as I gladly noted, someone must have taken note of 

my special dietary needs, as there were plenty of donuts, chips, chocolate & cashew trail mix, and a whole 

ice chest of sodas! It just doesnôt get any better than this! [you shoulda been there]  
 

   Another notable feature was the distinct lack of ladies! There were a few wives who popped in 

occasionally, but, when it came to collecting, this particular swapfest turned out to be a testosterone-filled, 

all-male affair. Ladies! The Sierra-Diablo Swapfest is not a menôs club! You are welcome! The question 

is...Where are you?  

 

   Numbers-wise, we had about 15 hard-core collectors, plus a few wives, plus a surprisingly large number 

of óinterested partiesô and walk-ins. Helping to make this yearôs swapfest a success were Rob Dalton, CA; 

Chester Crill, CA; Jack Benbrook and wife, AZ; Terry Stroud, CA; Ron Quint, CA; John Rauzy, CA; 

Raulin Mendonca, CA; Scott Rygh, CA; Mitch Mitchell, AZ; Loren Moore and wife, CA; myself, CA; 

Jeri Sanders, CA; Pat and Marilyn, CA [my apologies; I neglected to get their last names]; and the 

mysterious DJ! [My apologies again for leaving Sundayôs attendees out; I had to get this done and into 

Lorenôs handôs by Sunday morning] 

 

   Saturdayôs big auction (there was another Sunday) was fast, furious...and very fruitful! There was a wide 

variety of material to choose fromðsingle cover lots, pages, sets, albums, bulk lots, specialty items, and 

something in at least most categories one could expect to see at any auction. There were a couple of very 

nice Girlie sets, especially, that I noted that I had never seen beforeéand that I didnôt end up with either! 

 

   Loren, as always, did a great job as Sierra-Diablo auctioneer, keeping things moving smoothly and 

according to schedule...and itôs Loren that produced the nice 

auction catalog for each dayôs auction to make things even 

easier for participants. óCheck outô time at the end of each 

auction was its usual marvel thanks to Lorenôs specially 

designed auction software for the computerðthe thing spits 

out a complete itemized list of what you bought, what you 

sold, and who owes what to whom...and it does everything  

fast! 
 

   And none of the latter would be possible without the 

tireless efforts of the indomitable DJ, his lightning fast 

fingers flying over the laptopôs magic keyboard, as he input 

all the necessary data during the goings on of the auctions.  

 

   Hey! It was another great swapfest, and thanks to all for 

participating and making it so, especially Loren, who 

literally works all year long to bring this all together. And 

thanks to the clubs around the country who sent in albums 

and added yet another facet to this yearôs activity. [you 

shoulda been there]  

Eye-Popping! 
 

   Iôve gone to a .pdf format for our on-line 

bulletins, making things much easier for 

me, as  editor and webmaster, and produc-

ing beautiful, crisp, clear, full-color bulle-

tins on the web site. Plus, from now on, the 

bulletins for the entire year will be archived 

on the  web site. Iôve had to start with Feb-

ruary this time, since Iôd already deleted 

January before the idea struck me, but by 

the time you read this, the February, March, 

and April issues will be available on-line. 

Youôll need the password; if you donôt have 

it, just e-mail me. Youôll also need Adobe 

Acrobat Reader, but thereôs a link to a free 

download on the Bulletin page.  

                            ééééééé...Mike  
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 Errors I: An Overview  

 

   Most collectible fields have them: coins, baseball cards, stamps, etc. But matchcovers? You bet! And, far 

from being simply the misfits of the hobby, theyôre wild, crazy, and often just plain funny and 

entertaining...well worth a special spot in your collection, and a certain crowd pleaser for guests. Theyôre 

not all that common, of course; after all, theyôre errors. The manufacturers go through plenty of quality 

control procedures to make sure they never slip out to the public, but they have, occasionally, much to my 

delight, and so I started and maintain the Errors Listing. There are currently just over 2,556 listed, and I 

have hundreds more waiting to be catalogued. 

 

   Iôve always been surprised that more collectors donôt see errors as worthy of their interest, for hardly any 

collectors actually collect them, seeing them, I suppose, as something on the same level as flats. Obviously, 

however, I wouldnôt agree. Unlike flats, errors are real covers. They have held matches, and they have been 

in circulation. Moreover, they tell the collector a lot about the manufacturing process of the covers, 

themselves. 

 

   Well, what actually constitutes an error? Well, and this is just my definition, I believe an error is any 

cover, box, or label that makes it out to the public realm with its original design altered to something that it 

wasnôt supposed to be. This gets us around the argument that some miscuts have purposely been released 

anyway, say as cost-saving measures on an order that has been cancelled at the last minute, or on over-runs, 

etc. (i.e., a sheet of uncut 20-strikes released as 40-strikes). 

 

   At the same time, however, we shouldnôt be too broad in our definition of errors, or we face the 

possibility of flooding the category with material displaying any and all sorts of minute flaws: a tiny 

smudge, a slight tilting of the text, etc. Similarly, for example, the Girlie Club had to decide if a  pair of 

shapely legs actually constituted a Girlie. So, if a cover is only slightly miscut (so that the text on one side is 

only slightly clipped), I donôt count it as an error worthy of cataloging. It is an error, of course, since the 

way it turned out wasnôt the way it was designed to turn out, but one has to set the parameters somewhere. 

Thus, some common sense guidelines have been applied here and there. 

 

   What types of errors are there? The following are the basic types of errors that are found among 

matchcovers and boxes, although, depending on the collector, one could certainly identify further sub 

categories:  

 

 

 

 

 

   And, who knows? There might even still be one or more types that I havenôt discovered yet! Thatôs part 

of the thrill of collecting, after all. Weôll examine specific types in upcoming articles in this series. 

 

 

-Miscuts 

-Spelling errors 

-Missing strikers 

-Misapplied strikers 

-Missing text/design 

-Reversed text 

-Off-center printing 

-Overprinting 

-End-of-roll 

-Reverse creasing 

-Upside down creasing 
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   The Willats Printing Company is one of those old, long-lived printing companies that was associated with 

matchcovers for much of its history. That puts it in the category of a Kaeser & Blair or Geiger Bros., but 

Willats, although long-lasting, was never a major player in the match industry. Sorting through covers, 

youôll rarely happen upon a Willats-manumarked cover. 

 

   Itôs perhaps of special significance to us collectors out here in the West, since it was a San Francisco 

company whereas so many of its peers were located in Chicago and further east. I actually tried contacting 

the company a number of years ago to get some background history on the company, but no one ever 

responded. Willats went out of business in 1996, after having been founded in 1906, so perhaps they were 

closing up shop when I sent my inquiry. Itôs a shame I ómissedô that one; now, weôll probably never be able 

to find out that information. I havenôt been able to find it on the internet. 

 

   I do know that Willats was a general commercial printing firm, located at 950 Folsom St, in San 

Francisco. Looking at the covers they printed, and what we have listed, we can gather some other 

informationé 

 

   There are only 113 covers currently listed, so they didnôt 

put out many. One is dated 1939, one is a wide-striker, and 

several are World War II Patriotics, so we know for certain 

that their issues go from Pre-War toé? HmmméWe have 

to stretch and make an educated inference here.  

 

   Only one of the 113 listed covers is a reverse-striker, so 

we cold tentatively say Willats issued covers from at least 

1939 to after 1973, but by the move to reverse-strikers had 

already tapered off significantly from cover 

production...although the company was never a prolific 

producer in the first place. 

 

   Of the 113 covers, one is a 12-strike, one is a 40-strike, 

and all the rest are 20-strikes. 

 

   Not surprisingly, all of the Willens covers known so far 

are for businesses, organizations, or events in the San 

Francisco-Bay Area. 

 

   I list these covers, so Iôd certainly appreciate scans or 

photocopies of any you run across, especially if you 

happen to find a reverse-striker. 


