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Mike Prero  

 

   Beginning with this issue, Sierra-Diablo Matchcover Club will begin shifting to an electronic bulletin. 

Iôd like to have been able to say that we were the first in the hobby to do so, but the Trans Canada and 

Southeastern clubs have already beaten us to it. (at least as far as using it to cut down on hard copy 

bulletin mailings; I believe we were the first to post a bulletin on a web site) 

 

   Although Iôll have a somewhat broader discussion of this in the next RMS Bulletin, Iôll address the 

salient points vis-a-vis Sierra-Diablo here, since members will want to know what this new shift in 

technology will mean to them, individually. 

 

   First off, if you donôt have internet access, you will continue to get your regular hard-copy bulletins via 

postal mail just as you always have. So, in that respect, our new on-line bulletin will have no immediate 

effect on you at all.  

 

   Most clubs in the hobby, I believe, are going to be making this shift (probably not some of the smaller 

clubs, though). Itôs simply a matter of cost. As with any club, Sierra-Diablo tries to keep its dues static, but 

production and mailing costs are always rising. Your dues simply donôt cover bulletin costs, especially 

when you factor in ink cartridges, paper, etc. Weôve been able to make up the difference because of our 

bulletin auction, which, thanks to Dan Bitter and Loren Moore, has long been recognized as one of the top 

auctions in the hobby. But, with the declining membership in the hobby at large, and the huge inroads that 

ebay has made into hobby auctions...Well, almost all clubs can see the writing on the wall.  

 

   Going to electronic bulletins means a significant savings in the clubôs expenditures for paper, ink, 

copying, and mailing. It wonôt mean a 100% savings, since, for the rest of my generation at least, there 

will always be some members who arenôt on-line and who will require the traditional hard copy mailed at 

the post office. But, the amount of savings should gradually increase as more and more members get on-

line and recognize all the advantages that electronic bulletins offer. 

 

   Advantages to members include: a brilliant, full-color bulletin; no lost bulletins; no bulletins arriving 

ripped or banged up; no more stacks of old paper bulletins growing bigger and bigger in some closet; very 

easy to archive and store.  Plus, remember that thereôs a complete article index to all Sierra-Diablo 
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bulletins on our site. So, for example, remember that thereôs an article you want to consult in a past issue, 

but you donôt remember in which issue? Just look it up on the web site. By the way, the web edition of the 

bulletin will contain the current monthly auction. Youôre not losing anything here except paper...which 

most collectors eventually throw out anyway! Plus, I will have a master copy of each bulletin, beginning 

with February 2008, archived, myself, and you will now easily be able to archive past bulletins either on 

your computer or a storage drive.  

 

   If youôre worried that youôre still on dial-up, donôt! Iôm on dial-up, and, judging from the June bulletin 

that I tested, each bulletin is only a little over 3 megs. Thatôs not too bad on dial-up, and, by going to the 

web site rather than getting the bulletin e-mailed to you, you can choose the most convenient time to 

download. 

 

   The immediate problem, and one which all the clubs going to electronic bulletins face, is that we 

donôt have e-mail addresses for a lot of members! The following is a list of those members for whom 

we need e-mail addresses. If you see your name here, PLEASE SEND ME YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS! 

(if you have one) [send to the Ed: rmsed@matchpro.org] I guarantee that you will be pleased with the 

quality of your new bulletin and the ease of the new process. Also note: if you employ e-mail filters, be 

sure to add rmseditor@peoplepc.com to your óadmitô list so that the bulletin reminders get to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   At the same time, we donôt want to ôdepersonalizeô the bulletin experience (and possibly lose member 

interest), so weôre not just saying, ñThe bulletins are going to be on the web site, so go there from now 

on.ò Instead,  I will send you a bulletin óreminderô each time I post a new bulletin on the web site. The 

reminder will include direct links to: 

 

the new bulletin 

the comprehensive bulletin article index 

the current club roster 

the Ed. (for bulletin/web site input) 

the auction master (for auction input) 

plastic page ordering 

Adobe Acrobat Reader (in case you need it) 

Adams, Alma 

Avitt, Mike 

Barbieri, David 

Bowman, Bob 

Briggs, Don 

Carrico, Curtis 

Cisneros, Gary 

Cody, Orville 

Conner, Bob 

Cooke, Jenny 

Cronin, Margaret 

Dayager, Bill 

Dorval, Pierre 

England, Bob 

Evans, Bill 

Fawcett, J. Scott 

Fischer, Marie 

Floyd, Charlotte 

Fox, Derek 

Fry, Dorothy 

Goodyear, Jackie 

Gross, Dr. Irwin 

Hampton, Dave 

Harpster, James 

Harris, Eugene 

Henley, Doug 

Heskett, Bob 

Lauer, Randy 

Leonardo, Louie 

Lubow, Barbara 

McMillan, Bob 

McNeil, Karl 

Meyer, Brian 

Milas, Lee 

Morrissey, Florence 

Moser, Les 

Nant, Ilah 

Neforos, John 

Nelson, Ron 

Norton, DJ 

Nye, Bill 

Pitcher, Bob 

Rauzy, Jim 

Reese, Marilyn 

Sanders, Jeri 

Schultz, Gail 

Simmons, Spike 

Skordas, Pete 

Skrocki, Ed 

Slagle, Scott 

Spangler, T. 

Stroka, John 

Sword, Ray 

Takahashi, John 

Valachovic, Tom 

Varille, George 

Walker, Blane 

Willard, James 

Williams, Dorothy 

Wisniewski, Robert 

Woelfle, Bob 

   Even though Iôve pre-tested everything, and every-

thing works as expected, as with any new process, there 

may be some kinks in the system that havenôt been fore-

seen and that will necessitate adjustments here and 

there. But, this is not only the way the world of commu-

nication is going, itôs the logical and practical way to 

go. Home phones are disappearing, checks are disap-

pearing, land lines will eventually disappear...and elec-

tronic bulletins are here! 
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 Errors III: Spelling Errors  

 

   I classify any type of text transposition as a Spelling Error, even something such as MN instead of MT for 

a state abbreviation. My reasoning is that whatever the reason for the incorrect letter, the result is still the 

same...a misspelling. 

 

   Itôs always seemed to me that spelling errors provide the most entertaining examples of all the error 

covers. Often, the spelling error is simply an innocuous extra letter or an incorrect letter that produces 

gibberish. But sometimes...sometimes...you get a beaut! In the May/June issue of the RMS Bulletin, for 

example, I just ran a cover that had Big Beer Lake, CA, rather than Big Bear Lake, CA. 

 

   As errors go, this type is much less common than the miscut variety, although I suspect that there are 

significantly more, but simply unnoticed. In most cases, the error is obvious, but should the error appear in 

the spelling of a personôs name, for example, it could be unnoticeable to all but that particular individual. 

Or, in a street name, and so forth. Even so, thatôs where almost most spelling errors seem to occur--in the 

names of people, streets, cities, and states. My theory is that spelling errors in the rest of the text are much 

more noticeable, and thus much more likely to be caught before the job is actually run. Considering all the 

text that has been used on all the matchcovers/boxes that have been produced over the years, itôs actually 

quite a tribute to the typesetters and óproofreadersô that so few spelling errors have made their way out into 

circulation. 

 

   Almost all spelling errors occur in the main cover text. A much rarer type is a spelling error in the 

manumark.  

 
[Below:  correct spellings are - ñEl Renoò, ñLorainò, Hackettstownò, and ñMadrasò] 
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Pre-War Navy Ships 

 

    Pre-War Navy Ship covers are those issued before Sep. 2, 1945, although that actually works out to those 

issued before Dec. 7, 1941. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Navy prohibited the use of any ship 

name or number on matchcovers, for security reasons. Thus, none were issued during the war. 

 

   This is where most of the hard ones are. There are some absolutely great old covers here. Most of the U.S. 

Navy Pre-War Ship covers were put out by Diamond Match Co., including the first, but there are a lot of 

Federals, as well, and covers from several other match manufacturers. 

 

   Of the 1,183 Pre-War covers listed, the Walter Mensch listing of 1956, which I have updated, lists some 

53 Diamond Qualities (after 22 years of collecting, I have 6!). Four are pictured here. Note that the U.S.S. 

Converse cover [lower left] is an ñextra-long,ò or ñtall.ò The darker covers are the U.S.S. Medusa and the 

U.S.S. Chester, respectively. There are over 140 listed Federals and only one Crown, the U.S.S. Dupont, 

DD-152. 

 

   Some of the more interesting covers in this category [to me, anyway]: Cover #B122, U.S.S. Bear, AG-

29...this ship was commissioned in 1876! Cover #39, U.S.S. Langley, CV-1...this converted carrier was 

used  for some of the original experiments with planes taking off and landing on a ship; Cover #L199j, 

U.S.S. Louisville, CA-28...this cover is a pair of uncut 20s, forming a 40-strike; Covers #S54a,b,c, U.S.S. 

Salt Lake City, CA-25...this ship eventually ended up as a target at the Bikini Testing Range in the Pacific. 

 

   Pre-War Navy Ship covers are sure to be some of the most prized possessions of any collector. Handle 

them with care; the strikers may be brittle. 

 

 


