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Ports Of @b@ World

Mike Prero

Ports of the world! What pictures the phrase conjures up in the mind...the jolly roger flying over a 40
gunner gliding into Port Royal...a giant cargo ship loading thousands of cases of Dutch beer in Amsterdarr
Harbor...the Enterprise cruising beneath the Golden gate. All those ports, and many more, can be your
forever if you happen to collect them in matchcovers.

Ports, of course, go back as far as shipping, itself, as far back as the earliest civilizations or before.
Today, many of the worl doéos great cities owe t|
served as great ports. I n fact, if you were to
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mi ght be surprised to see how often the answer
port of fALondiniumo by the Romans.

Wars have been fought...just to secure a good
fought Sweden so that he could gain access to the Baltic. Upon winning, he built St. Petersburg in 1703
his new port and capital city.

A survey of the worl ddés greatest ports is 11
Holl andds second | argest <city, actually ranks a
15 miles from the North Sea, it handles more ships and more cargo tonnage than any other port.

Our own port of New Yor k, once the worl doés bus
Western Hemisphere. Sitting at the mouth of the Hudson River, in New York City, it ranks as one of the
best harbors in the world, deep and vetleltered, with relatively small tidal movements. Today, it
handles 1/10th of all the imports coming into the United States. In one year, nearly 100 million tons of
cargo are handled. It covers all the waterways and port facilities withianal@%adius of the Statue of
Liberty and boasts more than 250 births for deep, egearg vessels.

Canadaébés | eading port, on the other hand, is V
we hit our own major West Coast ports: Oakland, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and San Diego.

Santos and Buenos Aires, both in Argentina, ar
Hong Kong and Singapor e, in China, and Chiba an
to guess Africads |l eading port (although Boggi e

Over the years, many such ports have issued their own matchcovers and boxes, some of which ar
shown here. There are some fine old covers in this group, such as the Beaumont and Stockton covers, al
note that @AThe Btokeisalso tHatedl@pul 2¥0p104K)0 20

But the newer <covers have Ellewty and Nbetekéida &b o
Foilite-l i ke cover, and there is a fAPort of Clevel an
ar e t h-gpex Rrafult@lor photos abound in this category. There are MatchoramasChioes,

and var-homasdsiod fThe Port of Los Angel es, I n par

New York also have colgphoto covers. San Francisco put out a couple of sets (identical, but different
colors) with black and white photos. There are at least 13 covers in all for the latter sets.

Ports may certainly be though of a¢$hea much aout nct
them from coll ectors, t hough, so ités anyoneods
my PORTS housed as an introductory adjunct to my SHIP LINES collection, but separated in front of the
first aloum. The covers, themselves, are arranged in alphabetical order. John Williams had at least 177 NY
Port Authority covers listed alone, as of 1996, so there must at least be a few hundred covers in the Port
category. _
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Errors |l; Miscuts

This is, by far, the most common type of error. Even after the printer has verified the text, centered the
text, correctly applied the colors, checked spelling, etc., something may cause the sheet alignment to go o
of kilter, and the covers may be cut incorrectly. Although, it should be noted that, seen from another
perspective, one could calelntmirsut ntdmigdal iCan e
your attention on the cardboard; calling them misalignments aresttierprinting focuses your attention on
the text or design.-c8nhee prahtendy§ bavegany obbd
the former focus and term the covers shown bel o0\

Two types are shown below. #dwer left] is the typical miscut. The cover size is correct, but part of the
design has been cropped off A personal guideline that | apghis type of error is that there must be at
least a partial loss of design in the miscutting; the missing portion of the design is normally seen appearing
at least in part, on the opposite side of the cover. Otherwise, you simply have a design which appear
slightly off-center, and in that case | do not count it as a 'signifieamtr.#2 [third from left] is an example
of miscutting as a result of incorrect cover size. Here,-strlke design has been miscut as astitke. The
particular example below actually shows both types of miscuts: cropping and size miscutting. As far as
errors go, this type of miscutting is frequently seen irsies which are actually two uncut 20s. Also,
with miscut covers, sometimes the miscut text/design will only be on the outside, sometimes only on the
inside, and sometimes on both.

Other types in the miscut category include covers which do not have parallel sides and those which hav
simply been cut too short or too thin (almost always the latter, by the way.

[ Not e: Errors come i n thke exanipleseis this serizsisimplyhecawsé it nyakes thei layaytle@sier
513-681-79¢
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