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by 

Mike Prero  
 

Ports of the world! What pictures the phrase conjures up in the mind...the jolly roger flying over a 40-

gunner gliding into Port Royal...a giant cargo ship loading thousands of cases of Dutch beer in Amsterdam 

Harbor...the Enterprise cruising beneath the Golden gate. All those ports, and many more, can be yours 

forever if you happen to collect them in matchcovers. 

 

   Ports, of course, go back as far as shipping, itself, as far back as the earliest civilizations or before. 

Today, many of the worldôs great  cities owe their beginnings and eventual success to the fact that they 

served as great ports. In fact, if you were to ask yourself, ñWhich came first, the port or the city?ò you 


