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by 

Mike Prero  
 

   First, a little history...The City and County of San Francisco is the fourth most populous city in 

California and the 14th most populous city in the United States, with a 2007 estimated population of 
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764,976.[6] Among the most densely populated cities in the country,[8] San Francisco is part of the San 

Francisco Bay Area metropolitan area, which is home to more than 7.2 million people.[9] The city is 

located at the tip of the San Francisco Peninsula, with the Pacific Ocean to the west, San Francisco Bay to 

the east, and the Golden Gate to the north. 

 

   In 1776, the Spanish settled the tip of the peninsula, establishing a fort at the Golden Gate and a mission 

named for Francis of Assisi. The California Gold Rush in 1848 propelled the city into a period of rapid 

growth, transforming into the largest city on the West Coast at the time. After being devastated by the 

1906 earthquake and fire, San Francisco was quickly rebuilt, hosting the Panama-Pacific International 

Exposition nine years later. During World War II, San Francisco was the send-off point for many soldiers 

to the Pacific Theater. After the war, the confluence of returning servicemen, massive immigration, 

liberalizing attitudes, and other factors gave rise to the Summer of Love and the gay rights movement, 

cementing San Francisco as a liberal bastion in the United States. 

 

   San Francisco is a popular international tourist destination famous for its landmarks, including the 

Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz Island, the cable cars, Coit Tower, and Chinatown, its steep rolling hills, 

and its eclectic mix of Victorian and modern architecture. The city is also known for its diverse, 

cosmopolitan population, including large and long-established Asian American and LGBT communities. 

[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco,_California] 

 

   Now, a little editorializing...The key phrase in the above history of the city is óliberal bastionô. This most 

beautiful city by the bay started going downhill in the late 1960s with the hippie movement. Since then, 

the extreme liberal policies of the City Fathers has caused San Francisco to become not only the laughing 

stock of the world, as cities go, but I wouldnôt vacation there, and I wouldnôt take my kids there. 

 

   Iôm sure the mayor and the city council would disagree, but they and their predecessors have ruined the 

city, apparently competing for the title of óModern Sodom and Gomorrahô. It is vehemently anti-military 

and has declared itself a ôsanctuary cityô, refusing to enforce federal immigration laws. It protects illegal 

aliens, and it protects illegal aliens who are criminals (over and above breaking into the country). It must 

certainly have the highest ratio of radical gays, drug addicts, and homeless people in the United States. 

The entire Tenderloin district of the city has been given over to the dregs of society and has become a 

psychedelic nightmare, with hundreds of misfits and malcontents aimlessly loitering in the streets daily.  

The traffic is horrendous and the bridge tolls exorbitant (and they just went up again as Iôm sitting here 

typing this). Itôs also quite a filthy city. Indeed, I recently heard an interview with a movie director who 

was explaining that because he was filming a movie supposedly in San Francisco but actually shooting on 

location elsewhere, the first thing he did was dump garbage all over the streets to make the film ólookô as 

if it was really in San Francisco! (You can see what Iôm not a member of the San Francisco Chamber of 

Commerce) Itôs still a beautiful city...in that the city council hasnôt managed to get rid of the ocean 

yet...but... 

 

   Still, you can collect San Francisco covers without every having to go there (ainôt this hobby 

wonderful!). And, those covers would make quite a collectionðgreat hotels, great restaurants, famous 

attractionsðand the covers certainly go back to the preï World War I era. There are a number of 

collectors who collect covers from certain citiesðNew York; Washington, DC; New Orleans, etc. San 

Francisco would be right in with that group. 

 

   Greg Lund, MD, had 13,809 San Francisco area covers as of November 2005. 
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 Errors V: Misapplied Strikers  

 

   This is a more uncommon type of error. With partial or running strikers, the striker, through some flaw in 

the application process, has only partially been applied, smeared, etc., as can be seen in covers below. So, 

weôre not talking about a striker that has been correctly been applied and then later chipped, peeled, or 

broken away. These are actual errors.  

 

   Why theyôve occurred would probably take someone involved in the process to explain. Maybe the striker 

material ran out at that point...Perhaps there was a óbumpô or some other obstruction on the cover when the 

striker was being applied...Glitch in the machinery?é 

 

   The horizontal cover seen here is an example of a smeared or running striker. Here, the problem is not 

missing striker material, but rather too much, resulting in the striker material going beyond its given 

boundaries on the cover. Again, why? My best guess...an earthquake during the run caused the machinery to 

momentarily shift, thereby throwing everything off line...Well, it could be the case!...especially here in 

California! 
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óShoeless Joeô Jackson    

 

   ñJoseph Jefferson Jackson (July 16, 1888 ï December 5, 1951), nicknamed "Shoeless Joe", was an 

American baseball player who played Major League Baseball in the early part of the 20th century. He is 

remembered for his performance on the field and for his association with the Black Sox Scandal, when 

members of the 1919 Chicago White Sox participated in a conspiracy to fix the World Series. As a result of 

Jackson's association with the scandal, Kenesaw Mountain Landis, Major League Baseball's first 

commissioner, banned Jackson from playing after the 1920 season. 

 

   Jackson played for three different Major League teams during his twelve-year career. He spent 1908-09 as 

a member of the Philadelphia Athletics; 1910 through the first part of the 1915 with the Cleveland Naps/

Indians; and the remainder of the 1915 season through 1920 with the Chicago White Sox. Jackson, who 

played left field for most of his career, currently has the third highest career batting average. With his career 

having been cut short, the usual decline of a batter's hitting skills toward the end of a career did not have a 

chance to occur. In 1911, Jackson hit for a .408 average. That average is still the sixth highest single-season 

total since 1901, which marked the beginning of the modern era for the sport. His average that year set the 

record for highest batting average in a single season by a rookie. Babe Ruth claimed that he modeled his 

hitting technique after Jackson's. Jackson still holds the White Sox franchise records for triples in a season 

and career batting average. In 1999, he ranked Number 35 on The Sporting News' list of the 100 Greatest 

Baseball Players and was nominated as a finalist for the Major League Baseball All-Century Team. Jackson 

ranks 33rd on the all-time list for non-pitchers according to the win shares formula developed by Bill 

James.  

  

   During the remaining twenty years of his baseball career, Jackson played and managed with a number of 

minor league teams, most located in Georgia and South Carolina. In 1922, Jackson returned to Savannah 

and opened a dry cleaning business. In 1933, the Jacksons 

moved back to Greenville, SC. After first opening a 

barbecue restaurant, Jackson and his wife opened "Joe 

Jackson's Liquor Store," which they operated until his 

death. One of the better known stories of Jackson's post-

major league life took place at his liquor store. Ty Cobb 

and sportswriter Grantland Rice entered the store, with 

Jackson showing no sign of recognition towards Cobb. 

After making his purchase, the incredulous Cobb finally 

asked Jackson, "Don't you know me, Joe?" Jackson 

replied, "Sure, I know you, 

Ty, but I wasn't sure you 

wanted to know me. A lot 

of them don't." As he aged, 

Joe Jackson began to suffer 

from heart trouble. In 

1951, at 63, Jackson died 
of a heart attack. He is 

b u r i e d  a t  n e a r b y 

Woodlawn Memoria l 
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