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by 

Mike Prero  
 

   ñCity of Angelsò...Yep, thatôs Los Angeles, although one has to wonder just how many of the óangelsô 

are left these days [Oh, God! He did a hatchet job on San Francisco last time, and now heôs going to ax 

Los Angeles, as well!]. Sprawling over 4,000 sq. miles and being part of the largest county in the nation, 

Los Angeles  is what we all picture when we think of freeway-encrusted metropolises.  

 

   I grew up in Los Angelesðfed the pigeons in MacArthur Park, used to play in Griffith Park, spent a 
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couple of years at Belmont High School, walked down the streets every day with red and watery eyes 

because of the abysmal smogðbut the last 40 years in a small Northern California town has now ruined 

me for anything else. Certainly, Iôll never live in a big city again.  

 

   Anyhow, those are my ócredentialsô, as far as Los Angeles is concerned, but weôre more concerned here 

with Los Angeles covers than with Los Angeles as a living environment. And, as you would expect, Los 

Angeles being one of the largest cities in the world, covers abound! Just think of all those places, 

organizations, and various businesses issuing continually issuing covers for some 80 years. Whatever 

other categories youôre interested in, youôll find them among covers from Los Angeles. 

 

   Famous places? How about Olvera Street, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, La Brea Tar Pits, Autry 

Museum of  Western Heritage, Los Angeles Holocaust Monument, Griffith Observatory, the Getty House, 

and the Los Angeles Zoo? 

 

   Chain Hotels? Theyôre all thereðIntercontinental, Hilton, Sheraton, Marriottôs, Ramada, plus hundreds 

and hundreds of smaller hotels, motels, inns, lodges, etc., as well as a number of one-of-a-kind famous 

hotels. 

 

   Restaurants? How about The Pantry, among the many famous restaurants? Ethnic? Chinese, Italian, 

Russian, Mongolian, Greek, Middle Eastern, Vietnamese, Korean, French, Germanðyou name it. 

 

   Sports? Wrigley Field, Staples Center, Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum [is that the way they spell it? It 

should be ócolosseumô], Dodger Stadium, Galen Center, Grand Olympic Auditorium. 

 

   Of course, even if you had all of the covers issued from all of the above locations, it would only be a 

small fraction of the total number of covers a collector could garner from Los Angelesðthousands upon 

thousands of them. And, donôt forget, Los Angeles was the headquarters for the Crown Match Co., 

Hellman Match Co., and King Midas Match Co.!  Granted, all of those companies  were around for less 

than ten years, but two, at least, managed to make quite a reputation for themselves within the later 

hobby...and a lot of those beautiful old Crowns come from Los Angeles-based outlets. 

 

   And, when most people think of óLos Angelesò, theyôre thinking of the Los Angeles area, not just the 

city itself. And that opens an even broader venue of opportunities for the Los Angeles collector. Now, we 

can include at least the adjacent suburbs. Hollywood, for example!ðUniversal Studios, Hollywood & 

Vine, Hollywood Bowl, Walk of Fame, Graumanôs Chinese Theatre [Sorry, itôll never be óMannôsô to 

me]; AnaheimðDisneyland, Knottôs Berry Farm; BurbankðNBC Television Studios; and on it goes.. 

 

   Now, balancing out that great buildup, and not to mislead you, I have to admit that Iôve never actually 

heard of any collector specifically collecting ñLos Angelesò. But, why not? There are collectors who 

collect New York City, San Francisco, New Orleans, and Washington, DC. Los Angeles certainly isnôt 

lacking in the cover offerings.  

 

   Come to think of it, collecting ñCitiesò would be an incredible collection! More or less, youôd basically 

be a General collector and sort your covers into sub-collections based on the city location. Wow! What an 

undertaking that would be! Imagine sharing at your local club meeting...ñOh, yes! I have 25,000 NYC, 

22,000 Los Angeles, 15,000 Chicago...ò Hmmmmm...I might be talking myself into something here! 

 

   Well, a Los Angeles collection is something to think about, in any event, especially if youôre already 

prone to such because of your Towns or County Seat collections. 
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 Errors VIII: Off -Center Printing  

 

   In this type of error, all of the printing is present, but  itôs not in the right place. Usually, one or more of 

the color overlays have not been centered correctly.  

 

   In cover #1, below, the black printing is too far up and too far to the left. In cover #2, all of the blue 

printing is too far to the left. In cover #3, the black printing is too far to the right and too low. And, in cover 

#4, the red is off-center.  

 

   Cover #4 also illustrates the principle that when the off-center color is light, rather than dark, it often 

tends to create a óblurringô perception of the overall design. The reader gets the immediate impression that 

he or she is óseeing doubleô. 

 

   Off-center printing, if the printing is off-center enough, may also create other error types, such as a 

miscuts. The cover is already set to be cut along precut lines. If the printing is significantly skewed to one 

side, some of it is going to be lost in the cutting. On those miscuts, it often looks as if what was lost, say, on 

the right side of the cover appears on the left side of the cover...but thatôs actually not the case. The printing 

was done in sheets, rather than on individual covers, so when somethingôs off-center on one, itôs off-center 

on all the covers on the sheet. Thus, that ólostô part of the text or design on one cover usually shows up on 

the cover next to it, not on the opposite side of the same cover. 

 

   As with all of the other types of errors, those already discussed and those coming up, itôs not all that 

uncommon to find off-center printing in conjunction with one or more other error types on the same cover, 

as the example given above already illustrated. 



No. 288                                            SIERRA-DIABLO BULLETIN -January 2009                                      Page 4         

 Zip Codes...and The Questions They Inspire 
 

   Good grief! Where to begin? I mean, given the fact that there are, theoretically, 99,999 possible zip codes, 

and, theoretically, even more actual covers, what with errors and such, weôre talking about a large ósmallô 

category....Weôll hit the basics first. 

 

   As with Towns and County Seats, Zip Codes, apparently by popular consensus, are collected in 20-strike 

only, although I have heard of at least one collector who collects them in all sizes, and thereôs  certainly 

nothing to be said against that. I would guess that the whole convention of collecting in 20-strikes started as 

a mere concession to the fact that that size is the most predominant in the industry and thus the easiest to 

obtain. And, again as with Towns and County Seats, in order for said 20-strike to qualify as a collectible 

Zip Code, it has to have one address onlyðno multiples. 

 

   And what about collecting 5-digit zips as opposed to 9-digit zips? I havenôt met up with any collectors 

who require the full 9-digit number, but some collect them as a separate collection. I have it on good 

authority, though, that those 9-digit zips are quite rare on covers. Theyôre a much newer innovation, for one 

thing, so they havenôt been around as long. And most businesses that would put zips on their covers in the 

first place...donôt bother to put the full zip code in any event. So...I havenôt even attempted to start in on 

such. 

 

   Is there the usual prohibition against using struck covers? No more so than in any other category. Thatôs 

always up to the individual collector. I certainly am not above saving a struck cover that I need, but itôs 

always with the (hopeful) intent that an unstruck example will someday replace it. The thing to always keep 

in mind, I think, is that you donôt want to load down any collection with a lot of struck covers. It brings 

down the quality of the collection, certainly, and perhaps the value, as well. Even if you, as an individual 


