Loren Moore Jack Benbrook Janet Johnk
POB 1181 1328E. Rosser St. 6 Truman Dr
Roseville, CA 95678 Prescott AZ 86301 Novato,CA 94947

8717526247 928772-3763 415897-6724 530-885-3604

by
Mike Prero

ACity of Angelso...Yep, thatoés Los Angel es, al
are left these days O h , God! He did a hatchet job on San F
Los Angeles, as well'lSprawling over 4,000 sq. miles and being part of the largest county in the nation,
Los Angeles is what we all picture when we think of freemagrusted metropolises.

| grew up in Los Angelés fed the pigeons in MacArthur Park, used to play in Griffith Park, spent a
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couple of years at Belmont High School, walked down the streets every day with red and watery eyes
because of the abysmal sndofut the last 40 years in a small Northern California town has now ruined
me for anything else. Certainly, I 61 1 never | iv

Anyhow, those are my 6credentialsé, as far as
with Los Angeles covers than with Los Angeles as a living environment. And, as you would expect, Los
Angeles being one of the largest cities in the world, covers abound! Just think of all those places,
organizations, and various businesses issuing continually issuing covers for some 80 years. Whateve
ot her categories youdre interested in, youol!l f

Famous places? How about Olvera Street, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, La Brea Tar Pits, Autry
Museum of Western Heritage, Los Angeles Holocaust Monument, Griffith Observatory, the Getty House,
and the Los Angeles Zoo?

Chain Hotel s?8ITrhtegréa @n tail 1 e rntthaelr,e Hi | t on, Sher at ¢
and hundreds of smaller hotels, motels, inns, lodges, etc., as well as a humbeofé-kimel famous
hotels.

Restaurants? How about The Pantry, among the many famous restaurants? Ethnic? Chinese, Italiar
Russian, Mongolian, Greek, Middle Eastern, Vietnamese, Korean, French, Geymaname it.

Sports? Wrigley Field, Staples Center, Los Angeles Memorial Coligisuimat the way they spell it? It
shoul d be ,Dagel Stadisme GalerdGenter, Grand Olympic Auditorium.

Of course, even if you had all of the covers issued from all of the above locations, it would only be a
small fraction of the total number of covers a collector could garner from Los Aégilessands upon
t housands of t hem. And, donét forget, Los Ange
Hellman Match Co., and King Midas Match Co.! Granted, all of those companies were around for less
than ten years, but two, at least, managed to make quite a reputation for themselves within the latel
hobby...and a lot of those beautiful old Crowns come from Los Antpalesd outlets.

And, when most people think of O6éLos &egqetjud he , t
city itself. And that opens an even broader venue of opportunities for the Los Angeles collector. Now, we
can include at least the adjacent suburbs. Hollywood, for exainpleiversal Studios, Hollywood &

Vi ne, Hol | ywood Bowl , Wal k of[f Seamg, Gt a&dmamés e
me], Anaheird Di sneyl and, Knot t & NBCHelavision Stkdios; and onBt gaed.a n k

Now, bal ancing out that great buil dup, and not
heard of any collector specifically <collecting
col l ect New York City, San Francisco, New Orl e

lacking in the cover offerings.

Come to think of it, collecting ACitieso would
be a General collector and sort your covers intocallections based on the city location. Wow! What an
undertakingthatwo ul d b e! |l magine sharing at your | ocal

22,000 Los Angel edsammnink.) nighttbe talking myeseaif o1to something here!

Wel | a Los Angeles collection is something toc
prone to such because of your Towns or County Seat collections.
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Errors VIII: Off -Center Printing

I n this type of error, al |l of the printing 1is
the color overlays have not been centered correctly.

In cover #1, below, the black printing is too far up and too far to the left. In cover #2, all of the blue
printing is too far to the left. In cover #3, the black printing is too far to the right and too low. And, in cover
#4, the red is oftenter.

Cover #4 also illustrates the principle that when theceffter color is light, rather than dark, it often
tends to create a Oblurringd perception of the
he or she is O0Oseeing doubl ed.
Off-center printing, if the printing is offenter enough, may also create other error types, such as a
miscuts. The cover is already set to be cut along precut lines. If the printing is significantly skewed to one
side, some of it is going to be lost in the cutting. On those miscuts, it often looks as if what was lost, say, or

the right side of the cover appears on the | eft
was done in sheets, rather t han -coenn tienrd i ovn-cdaiend , cCi
on all the covers on the sheet. Thus, t hat 6l os

the covemextto it, not on the opposite side of the same cover.
As with all of the other types of error s, t ho:t

uncommon to find oftenter printing in conjunction with one or more other error types on the same cover,
as the example given above already illustrated.
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Zip Codes...and The Questions They Inspire

Good grief! Where to begin? | mean, given the fact that there are, theoretically, 99,999 possible zip codes
and, theoretically, even more actual cover s, w h
category. ... Weol | hit the basics first.

As with Towns and County Seats, Zip Codes, apparently by popular consensus, are collecstdka 20
onl vy, although | have heard of at | east one <col
nothing to be said against that. | would guess that the whole convention of collectingtiik@® started as
a mere concession to the fact that that size is the most predominant in the industry and thus the easiest
obtain. And, again as with Towns and County Seats, in order for sattiR® to qualify as a collectible
Zip Code, it has to have one address éntyp multiples.

And what about collecting-8igit zips as opposed to®i gi t zi ps? | havenot m
who require the full Qligit number, but some collect them as a separate collection. | have it on good
authority, though, that those®i gi t zi ps are quite rare on covers

thing, so they havendt been around as | ong. And
first pl ace...donot bother to put the full zip
such.

|l s there the wusual prohibition against wusing s
always up to the individual coll ector. I certai
always with the (hopeful) intent that an unstruck example will someday replace it. The thing to always keep
in mind, I t hink, is that you donét want to | oc

down the quality of the collection, certainly, and perhaps the value, as well. Even if you, as an individual
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