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by 

Mike Prero  

 

   Often called ñOdd Strikers,ò Spot Strikers have always been popular with collectors because they are so 

unique. Theyôre the only covers that have the strikers as an actual part of the cover design. Theyôre also 

the only covers that have strikers in unusual shapes. On the Hitler cover (leftðone of the most famous 

covers in the hobby), the striker is Hitlerôs pants; on the American Shippers cover (right), the striker is on 

the girlieôs pants. On the following page, youôll see 

strikers as pants (again), golfing hole, a rock, and a race 

track. 

 

   Spot Strikers were the product of the Lion Match Co. 

They first appeared around 1941 and were produced 

through the 1940s and 1950s, the golden age of 

matchcovers. When Lion actually stopped production is 

unclear, but, looking through my own small collection, 

none look older than the 1960ôs as the latest. And, of 

course, by definition, there are no front or back strikers, 

here, so one canôt judge time periods that way. 

 

   By the way, donôt spend a lot of time looking for a 

ñSpot Strikerò trademark; you wonôt find it. Iôve never 

seen an actual ñSpot Strikerò or ñOdd Strikerò 

trademark, and I donôt believe that Lion ever actually 

used either term, at least not officially. Both may simply 

be terms that hobbyists, over the years, have applied to 

these covers. 

 

   Almost all of these very interesting covers are 20 and 

30-strikes. There are some 40s, but theyôre uncommon in 

this category. Many of the 20-strikes are also Lion 
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Contours. 

 

   As a matter of fact, lot of the Spot Strikers are conjunctives. Not surprising, perhaps, because these were 

more custom-made, this cover was more expensive to produce. Thus, youôll often  find them to be 

ñmergedò with other more expensive types. There are Displays, Contours, and lots of Features. 
 

   And there are lots  of other conjunctives,  for youôre likely to find all  sorts of other categories in the 

form of Spot Strikers. The Hitler cover pictured on the front page is also a World War II Patriotic; the 

American Shippers cover is also a Girlie. Pictured below is a Bowling cover, a Country Club, and a 

Famous Place. 

 

   Aside from its uniqueness, the Spot Striker is also popular because of its age. Most are now between  60-

70 years old. Also, of course, they just donôt make óem anymore! (at least not domestically) 

 

   So, what kind of collection can you expect to put together? The largest collection I have any data on is 

that of John Williams, OH, who had 375 as of November 2005, but that figure is undoubtedly larger now.  

Carmine Arpino, CT,  had 611 on his Spot Striker listing as of July 2009.  

 

   As you could probably guess, this isnôt an easy category to collect in. There arenôt a lot of these floating 

around to begin with, and these are the type of covers that are collected even by non-collectors, simply 

because theyôre so unusual. So, a part of the limited supply is being siphoned off in that direction. You 

will be able to obtain the more common ones by trading and, surprisingly, the Hitler cover is fairly 

common), but your best overall bet is to watch the auctions and bid when you can. You should always put 

the word out to your collectors to keep an eye out for you, as well. 
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    Whoôs Who? 

 

   Lloyd Spivey, KY, spotted something interesting. Reading an article on WPEN radio covers in the RMS 

Bulletin, MAY/JUNE 1999, No.478, by Don Marquette... 

 

   ñI have 18 different WPEN covers. I did notice, but at the time paid very little attention, to the varying 

numbers on the back of the cover. Since these are among the most common radio cover on ebay, I have had 

a bunch of these but never noticed until lately the variances in each of the covers. No telling how many 

different ones I gave away thinking that a Bill Smith was a Bill Smith. Seen one seen all. I have enclosed 

several pics of WPEN covers. Iôm looking for more info and have googled on these guys but come up with 

no actual picture of the guys.  

 

   My first question is have you seen two covers promoting the same personality but with different pics? 

Second question, who's who? I went to http://dcmemories.com/WWDCSteveAllison0158.jpg. This shows 

an article and picture of Steve Allison. No pic for Bud Brees. There appears to be a mistake on the Bud 

Brees cover with Steve Allisonôs pic. I assume at this point that the other Bud Brees is probably the real 

Bud Brees, but thatôs still unproven until we can find a pic of him. Also the enclosed pic of McGuire and 

Brown is an A-1164-A- DESIGN 1.ò  

 

Ed. Good example of an error where youôd have no idea of what was going on if you didnôt have both of the 

covers. Canôt recall seeing any other wrong pic errors, but there are certainly plenty of other types. Iôll add 

this one to the error listing. Thanks. 

http://dcmemories.com/WWDCSteveAllison0158.jpg

